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Soppoſe thou wilt marvel! that I tres bie 
my ſelf with ſo wild: a Generation as the 
Peop/e called Quakers are ; or that I trouble 
thee with a few haſty lines which | wrote on 
Sn” d ſuch an Occaſion, Ile truly tell thee the 
cauſe of buh: 1 They ſent me five ſeveral! Papers, ene 
ofthem containing the Queries which I anſwer, and 0. hers 
of them almait nothing but a lun ile of filthy ra | ng wards, 
L Thou Serpent, thou Liar, thou deceiver, thou childe 
of the devil, thou curled hypocrite, thou dub Copge } 
wth muc h more of the like, Th.ychoſe ont one day, n hen tr 
pleaſed God to confine me tomy C amber by ſick u-(ſe, ta com: 
1m 1007 afembly, ana afier Merning Sermos 0 fall a Jue- 
Hhoning the Preacher, my 4a; aud bec an he avoidid 
bubli que diſÞuting with them 4! that ſcaſen, as not taking 
it for a profitable ſending of the Lords day, they cal, hm 
the hireling that flieth, it ſcemes reſerring to Job. 10. 12. 
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and fo confefiing themſelves io be the Wolves. | 1 finde that 
they do ſo challenge, and brag, and triamph, if ne ſay no- 
thing to them, and that ice mat; ſimple people expel? that 
we ſhould anſwer them, that ( after an urprofitatle verbal 
di ſconrſe with an ur reaſouable railing felow ) J reſolved 
te ſend them this brief anſwer te their Queftrons : And le- 
cauſe tl ey al ye Ses and yſpugings, I was {ain 
I atale farther with them in their en u queitioning way : 
1 had before offerid to ceme and an ſwer all the Quere 
ther Aßemliy, 17 they wor. 14 conſent that I han 7 yo 
without aiſ, mY bance x Ent inſtead of permiliing that, they 
denicd it, and ſent mea Letter of Reanline, calling me over 
and id er Ser pe nt and Hy pes He, ana the like Names, and 
command ng me in the N ame of the moſt High God to an- 
ſwer their Que Kions in writing, that they might print them 
with therr reply; ſo that 1f 1 ſay nothing they will inſalt; 
If I write toibem they will print it: Being therefore ſo far 
called io ſpeak, I choſe rather is print my en Papers, how 
mean ſoever, thin let them do it. 
Two Olje ions] foreſee will be raiſed againſi me; One is, 
that the Perſons aye o cent emptibie and the exrours ſo gre la, 


that it's aneedleſie work to ſtrive againſt them; To which 


I ſay, Lit ſad experience wine, whether it be needliſſe 
when they ſo much multiply, and ſo many where they come 
are preſently infected. The ſalvation of the proreſt Chi ſti- 
an ts ſo far from being contempiible, that it i worth much 
mere then cur greateſt diligence. 1. It will le ſaid, it ij but 
the Churches of the Srparatifes and, ab, iſts that are em- 
dried by theſe Seducers; andi brit even let them alone to 
keep their ewn Flicks, and ſecure their Churches, or if thy 
fall eff u may ſhew others the tendency of their waies, and ſo 
pervent their turning aſide; To which I anſwer t. Theueh 


ihe firearm of Apoitates be ſuch us firſt were Analapti ſis or 
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Separalilts,yet hee and there one of the zaun unſetledſort 
do fall inta hit ffream that were not before of them, but per- 
haps luclining to them, and ſo do ſome few that had no Re. 
ligiouſneſs. 2. I had farre rather that men continue Sepa- 
ratifts and _Anibap ti ſis, then turned Quakers or plain A- 
poſtates , And ther efore would as all that I can to binder 
ſuch an emptying of their Churches as tendeth to the more 
certain filling of flel; It's better to top them in 4con4uios 
where we may have ſome hope of their ſalvation, then to let 
them run into cert une per dition, I did therefore take it to be 
wy duty hen theſe poor n:i7bbours who had before been A- 
nabaptiſts, Separatiſts, an ſom? Seekers, hid twrned 2 
ters, to offer them 4 verbal anſwer t9 all their vain Qu: fti- 
ont, that | might have had ſo much opportunity to undegei ue 
them; When they refuſed that, and ſaid, they would not be 
drawn into a Serpents ſutre, I thaugiii beit to ſend them 
my An[wer in writting, com mitting it to ſome of their 
Neighbours, th at they ig ht deſire leave to readt it in their 
Afembly, And when I heard that they would wt grant that 
neither ( for all their inſulting adjuring of us to anſwer 
them) but talkt of Printing ſom:thing ag unit m, I choſe 
ratber to tell the world of theſe Paſſazes between us, they 
leave them to their reports; eſpecially hearing ho v they en- 
creaſe in London and other parts, and thu th: ignrraut 
have need of ſom: plain Informe'ton to previm ther Apo- 
ftacy and perdition in this temp! ation, 
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Heugh Gods minde be moſt plain!y reveal- 
edtous in his written Word, yet are his 
Providences alſo teaching, and it is the 
duty of his Servants] to reade and ſtudy 
N th: m, eſpecially the Pœnall withdrawing 
or withholding of his grace, and giving men up to be- 
leeve ies, and to vile affectiones, to reprobate ſence, 
and to an abomnable converfation, theſe are ſuch diſ- 
coveries of the ſore diſpleaſure of the Moſt High, as 
ſhould make even the beholders.to feare, and all that 
ſtand but ncer to this heavy judgement to fly away 
from it, as the /ſraclites did at the cries of the Rebel- 
lious followers of Cerab, Num. 16. leſt the earth ſhould 
have (wallowed them up alſo: I am not ot their minde 
that make light of the ſtrange Providences in our mili- 
tary aff.ires and changes of State, though I thinke every 
carnall admirer of them doth nat underſtand them: Bur 
it's a matter of very (ad conſideration, that many of 
thoſe ſame men that ſeem ſo much to magnitie thele, do 
no more obſerve, underſtand, and lay to heart the more 
remarkable Providence of our heavy ſpirituall judge- 
ments 
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ments! The overlooking of theſe Providences makes 
many fear leſt it bæ but their own intereſt which they 
ſtudy in the other, and leſt by reading themſelves and 
their own Names where they-(houl4 reade God, they 
turn this light into darkneſle or ſeduction, and by ſur- 
ferting on this Feaſt do contract thoſe diſeaſes that are 
like to be their bane ; What is Gods Word tor but to 
make himſelf and our duty kaown to us: And ſo he 
doth very much by his Works, where we may ſee his 
Nature, and ſomething of his Approbation or diſlike, 
eſpecially as they are read by the help of the Word, 
Certainly God is known by the judgement which he 
executeth: ( ſpecially hen) the wicked ij ſnared in the 
work of bis own hands, Pla. 9.16. The hand of God is 
apparently gone out againſt your waies of $ ion 
and Anabaptiſm: It is your duty to obſerve it: You 
may ſce you do but prepare too many for a further 
progrefle, Szekers, Ranters, Familiſts, and now Qua- 
kers, and too many profeſſed Infidels, do ſpring 

from — you, as it this were your Journeys end, 
and the perfe ion of your Revolt. And ic is your 
Churches and thoſe that leantoward you chat preſent- 
ly receive the Doctrines of the deceiver, and are the 
ſtream. in which ſome others with chem are carried 
away. You miy fee you cannot hold your followers 
when you have them; Your work is blaſtet, You la- 
bour in vain, nay, worſe then in vain; You do but pre- 
pare men for flat Hereſie and Apoſtacy ; I have heard 
yet from the ſeverall parts ot the Lind, but of very 
few thit have drunk in this venome of the Ranters or 
—— but (uch as have firſt been of your opinions, 
and gone out at that door; The reſt are but here and 
there a young perlon that was not noted for any great 
E mutet 


matter of Religiouſneſſe, or only liked it and inclined 
ro waies; And if any others be ſeduced, theevil 
anibab from among you, and from your Graduats dv 
they receive their taint, as yours do from the Papilts 
the great Deceiver, Is it your Miniſtry or oursthat 
they bend their force againſt * Is & not part ot their 
pre ſent buſineſſe to do your work, and cry down la- 
fant· Baptilm :? One of che Queres which they heie 
to me is [ W hat expreſſe Scripture I have for Infant 
tiſm t which 1 muſt ſhew without conſequences ot 
elle conteſle my felt a falſe Prophet: ] And another ten- 
deth to proye us no true Churches: I he Quakers then 
are Separat iſtsand Antipædobaptiſts, though more: 1 
not this eo reproach you, bur to minde you of the 
tendency of all your endeavours, that you may ſeriou- 
ſly as betore the Lord conſidet, whether he do not wit- 
neſſe from Heaven againſt you and your waies, by gi- 
ving up your followers to ſuch abominations as ſince 
the dates of the Nic#laitans and the reſt of the Gneſkichs, 
the Sun hath not ſeen, at leaſt ſo openly and commonly 
owned. Have you well conſidered into what your So- 
cieties were reſolved in Grrmany and other parts? And 
de you well conſider what fruits they — forth, 
and how likely they are to be ſhortly quite corrupted, 
if a ſpeedy ſtop be not made? and what ir is chat you 
have done to the Church of God, and how much it is 
beholden to you for the proſperity of truth and piety. 
Is it like to be Gods way which fo ordinarily leadeth 
to and endeth in ſuch deſperate evils £ I make not this 
my firſt or chief argument againſt you, but it's a con. 
ble ſecond, and ſhould make wile men at leaſt ſuſ- 
picious of ſuch a courſe: Nor would I thus argue from 
the Apoſtacy of a few, or upon ſome unuſuall _— 


but when ſuch hath been the Fate of the ſtream of your 
party, from the very firſt xifing of them in the world 
to this day, I chink it not inconfiderable. Nor would 
thus argue from any tempotall judgement or oppreſh- 
on by a perſecuting Enemy; tor I know that is no ſuch 
figne of Gods diſpleaſure : But if I ſuſpect whether 
thoſe perſons are ina way pleaſing to God, whom 1 
ſee him ſo uſually deliver up ta Satan, I hope I may be 
exculed, Certainly Gods Churches are the places of 
bis Bleſſing and his Delight: And certainly ſuch ſpiri- 
tuall plagues as our eyes now behold, are as evident 
Notes of Gods heavy diſpleaſure as men can expect to 
ſee on earth. And we have the more reaſon yet to be 
lulpic ious that this is Gods dilowning of our way, 
Teſtimony from heaven againſt it, in that he fol- 
lowed the firit Hereticks, the Simogians and their fol- 
lowers, with the ſame kinde of judgements, and by 
ſuch feartull deſertions, did then witneſſe his deteſtation 
of thoſe that withdraw from the Unity of his Church, 
And it is very remarkable, that it is a pretence of our 
Im purity and of a greater purity with you, that is plead- 
ed by thoſe that farſt turn over to you, and that this 
height of all impieties ſhould be the uſuall iſſue of a 
way pretended ſo exact and clean: Doubt leſſe it is none 
of Gods minde by this to diſcourage any from Purity 
and true Retormation, but to ſhe his Deteſtation of 
that ſpirituall pride which makes men have too high 
thoughts of themſelves, and too much to contenm o- 
thers, and to deſite to be further ſepatated from chm 
then God in the Day ot grace doth allow of ; Where 
the Tares (of ungodly mea) ate ſuch as cannot be pul- 
led up and caſt out otthe Church, without danger of 


pulling up and caſting our ſome of the \W hear, even the 
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weakeſt true Believers with them, there God would; 
have us let both grow together till the time of harveſt, 
But theſe proud men will ſtand at a turther diſtance, and 
will diſlik Gods gracious dealings with ſinners, and 
thcir eye is evil becauſe he is good; and they will not 
grow inthe ſame Field (or Church) where ſuch Tares 
do grow, but will tranipl.nt themſelves and remove 
from the field becauſe God will not pluck up the Tares, 
(elpe tally it any Miniſterial negle of Diſcipline be 
conjoyned as too commonly it is:) and inſtead of bla- 
ming their own pride, and miſunderſtanding of Gods 
mercitull dealings with ſinners, they lay the blame on 
the corruption of the Church, and call it A Field of 
Tares and not of Wheat: In one word, it is moſt evi- 
dent that ſpiritual Pride doth turn moſt men from us to 
you, and that this is the very ſinne that undoes ſuch a 
multitude ot Profeſſors of Religiouſneſs, and which 
hath let in all Gods Jndgements upon us, and the ſinne 
which he is now witneſſing againſt from Heaven. As 
none more like to Chriſt then the humble that are mean 
intheir own eyes and compaſſionate to others; ſo none 
are more like to the devil then the proud, that think 
highly of chemſelves and contemptuouſly of others; 
And the better the thing is that they are proud of, the 
worſe is their pride in this reſpect, that it is the ſettin 

up of Gods pretious mercies againſt him, and the build- 
ing of Satans houſe with Chriſts materials: The Pha- 
rilees Liturgy is of too frequent uſe in the Separated 
Congregations [ 1 thank thee O God that I am not 4. 
ether men are, &c. nor even as this Publicane.] He that 
maketh us to differ from other men, and expecteth 
thanks for his differencing grace, doth yer abhorre a 
proud oſtentation of ir, and a diminutive _ _ 
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ſmalleſt mercies unto others, and all proud dt fires that 
they ſhould be thruſt below us fuither then he hath ap- 
pointed : It is the good of finners, and the honour of 
God that is the end ot diſcipline, and not that we might 
perſonally be extolled and judged of above what is 
meer. 

beſeech you take this plain Admonition in good 
part from a Deſirct ot your Recovery and Salvatio”. 


Richard Baxter, 
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Sed BED 
An Anſwer to a young unſetled 


Friend, who before inclining ſtrongly to Ana- 
_— at laſt fell in with the Quakers, and 
el 


ired my thoughts of them and their waies, which 
ſeemed to him agreeable to the Scriptures. 


as a + 


Sede de 
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not ſo confirmed in your miſery, but that you will yet 

aut advice of your Friend; I pray God you be ſo ing*ni- 
ors and happy as 18 take it : It 1s avery (a1 thing to me 
and ſhould be ſo much more to you, to think that after ſo 
much paint 4s you have taken in duty, and ſo much zeal 
4s you have profeſicd for God, you ſhould yes be ſo unac- 
quainted with the will and Word of God, and Chriſt (bould 
have ſo little imereſt in your heart, as that (web horrid un- 
chriſtian dottrines and pra/tices ſpesl be ſs eaſily enter- 
tuned by you, and ſo far approved of : I mart ell why you 
190k it for fo great 4 work of gr ice te convert you from 
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I Have peruſed your Requeſt, and am glad that you are 


prophanefe, and now! will take it for 4 qreuter work 10 
convert you to it again, or to much worſe * Was is not the 
ſame Ordinances that you diſpuſed before Converſion, which 
you now much more deſpiſe? Was it not the ſame Mini- 
fers that then you ſcorn d whim ye now reproach with ſar 
greater bitterreſſe (if yeu do as theſe whom you pleade for 
do? Is it not the ſame Chriſtians whom you then derided, 
and now revile at, aud condemn Chiles of the devil. 
o miſerable man ! Is all your hearing aud praying come to 
this? Dare you meet the Meſſengers of Chriſt in the face, 
and tell them they are Liars and decei vers ? Dare you caft 
out the holy worſhip of Chrilt as falſe worſhip, and ſeek to 
draw people into the contempt of it * Dare you damm thoſe 
Churches and milions of Saints that Chrit bath 
with his precious bloud ? Dare you ſetk to draw men to hate 
their Teachers whom Chriſt hath ſet over ther, and to hate 
pate nt they mere the Childrenof the Devil, and. to 


hate his worſhip and holy waies Alas that ever a mas in 
his wits ſhowld look upon ſach abominations as amiable, and 


much more that any man ſhould be ſo mad as to do this under ; 


the Name and profeſiion of a Chriitian | That you can ima- 


we that the furions s ſition to the whole A of C , ; 
gal furious oppo 72 ys 


bis Officers, Church and Ordinances, can yet br aw 

Chriſt accepteth : That you (bould no better know Chriſts 
work from Satan, nor know that it & the Dragonw 
nere theſe men do manage? I muſt needs profeſſethatit 
is 4 very grievens thing in mine eyes, that all ow 
pains with mens ſouls, and after the rejojcings which we 
bad in their ſeeming Converſion, and \ealous lives, we ſhould 
yer ſee ſo much ignorance, leuily, ond giddine(ſe of profeſ- 
ſors, as that they are ready te intertain the moſt horrid abe- 


r 


"i 
mination | That the devil can no. ſooner bait hs hook, bat 
they greedily catch at it, and ſwallow it withom chewing; 

Jes, 


wel 
* 
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4, nat hung ſeems tus groffe for them, but ſo it ſeems Nov ei- 
0 goes dewn. I am afraid if they vo 4 — Further, 
2 — beleeve him that ſhall jo, Devil i Got, and 
2 S 
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wer ſhiped and obeyt d. Ti tell yon whence all. 


this comes ? Even from he liſh pride of heart : Ten ſee it 
not (it's like) in your ſelf or in them, but I ſhall endeavour 
10 make you ſee it both im your ſelves and them. For your 
ſelves you confeſſe to me that you have long then bn that 
Infunt- Baptiſ was aw error, and that new you think 
the s areinthe right; and yet you neither did once 
readle any one of wo Books which we written to prove 
Tuſant-Baptiſm tobe a duy, nor did once ſerionſty and impes - 
tally — . your — 2 ak bis ad. 
vite, as if you were even then tos grod te enquire, and 
would venture your ſoul to ſave yew 4 little labthr, yet are 
n you are in the right, and he and all 
of his minde are ine wrong, Tom know you art ayoun 
man, and hebe had little opportunity to be acquarmed wi 
the Word of God, in compariſon of what your Teather hath 
had : If you preſume that you are ſo much more beloved of 
nom he, — will reveal that to = wit hout — 
"we „ wi | the great ddbligence he wi 
— tinn — lh nos — from but 
pride ; G commendeth rudy and meditating dey and 
night in hi Las; Tour Teacher bath ſpent twenty, if not 
an hundred hours in ſuch Meditation where you bave ſpent 
one : He bath ſpent twenty if net an hundred hours im prat- 
er te God for bus ſpirit of Truth and Grace, where you have 
ent ane : Hit prayers are , tarmeſt as yours: His life in 
| euch more holy and heavenly then yours \ Hut Offibe is 10 
teach, and 1 Gu ir were more cd 10 be 
hi Teacher, and ts make known bu Trath to h hem ro 
%; Is is nas then apparent mid fer v0 10 be * 
des ht 


that you re ſoma:) w ſer thin be, 4 that yow weſ# mich 
morelov:ly in G1t; eyes, thu bh! will ain t e more int, 
the knowledze of hk s Myſt ries, thin thoſe thu hive better 
aſed his 094 appointed me uns 60 know them? and for vos in 
i2norance to run about w th the ſbell os ynur head, exclains- 
ing to the world of th: ign1rance of your late Teachers? 1 
ſay nat that you do ſo, But the Quakers whom you approve 
of do ſ0, 41d nench more. 

[pray you tell mi, Did you ever fad, well what Paul 
cant. 1 Tim. 3. 6. where he requireth that be that if 9r- 
dained ſhould ¶ not be a Novice, let being lited up wich 
pride he tall iato the ConJemnation of the devil; 


The word tranſlated 4 Novice ſiznifieth a "New Plant, 4 


late Convert, or new or young Chriſtian, Tow ſee here that 
(uch are in moſt danger of being lified up with pride, and 
why ſo ? but becauſe I. They have not yet knowledge enough 
te acquaint them with their ignorance and weak we ſ- 
ſes. 2. Nor have they yet grown to 4 juſt degree of humi- 
lity and other eſt abliſbing preſerving graces, Tos ſee alſo 
that to fall into Pride, « to fall into the con on 0 
the devil. Tow know ſure that it is no wrong to you toſay | 
that you are but 4 Novice or raw Chriſtian, for it is but a few 
Jears ſince you came out of utter tynorance and carnality; 
and therefore that you have reaſon tobe very watchſull 4- 
gainſt this ſin, yea, by th: evidence that you give in againſt 
your — you might ſee that you are two farre enſnared 
in it alrea iy. 

And for the Luakers, you are blinde if you ſee nut their 
— — z Towl'e perhaps think it firavge that Pride 
ſhould be the very Maſter-ſinnein them t in 
agb, and cry ent againſt Prid: ſo — — | 
and go up and down the world, as if they were ſent from 


Heaven to per [wade men tu wear no Lace, or Cuffs, or Pants, 


aud that damn ſo many Miniiters for being called Matters, 
But al as ds you not know that Pride of inward qualifications 
commonly called ſpiritnal Pride, the moſt killing and 4b 
minable! the better the tlung is that you are proud ofthe worſe 
# jour Pride. O what a brave thing dith it ſeem in theſe mens 
eyes, that they ſhould ſeem to be poſſeſſed with ſuch an ex- 
cellent ſpirit as can trample nyon worldly glory, and can 
boifterouſly contemn all that are net of their ſef#, and that 
can deſpiſe Dignities, and be equal with the greateſt - yea, 
that only they ſhould have this admirable ſpirit, and all 0- 
others are the Children of the Devil, and under their feet: 
Though other men fhould never ſo much ſleight them, yet ab 
they wonderfully pleaſethemſelues with theſe high thoughts 
of themſelves 3 For Pride u firſt 47 over valuing of 4 . 
ſelf, and thinking of himſelf above what is meet, and then 
4 deſire that others ſhonld ds ſo by him tov. 

1f yet you ſee not the pride of theſe men, I will ſhem it you 
in theſe particular Evidences, and that ſo pl unly, that 
if you know the difference between the language of heaven 
and of hell, you may eaſily percerue the devil ſprating by 
their mouths, 1. They affirm themſelves to be per ſect with- 
out ſin (yea, ſome of them ſay they are Chriſt ani God.) And 
& it pole that any man inthis life, thit s no: mad with 
ſpiritual pr ide, can indeed believe that he hath no fin ? what? 
that he trawſgrefeth no Law ? That he doth love God in the 
Hiebe l degree that he is bound to do ? That he never hath a 
thong hi or word that is ſinful, nor ſinfully loſeth one minute 
of hutime Tea, and this when in the cyes and cars of the 
wiſe, they foam ont their own ſhame, as the raging Sta 


doth cait owt the dirt. The devil himſelf hath ether 05 


pride or leſſe ignorance, then to think himſelf to be perfect 
without ſia; If they have no fin, what need they pray, For- 

give us our ſins ay what furt ber need have tbey of the _ 
* C 


| 


of Chriſt or lis Interceſſaon to procure them any further Ar. 
giventſſe ? If yew can ſee no pridern this, 1 fear you are blind. 
ed with them to deſtruttion. 

2. And i it net apparent pride in them to ſet b. 
ſel ves ſo far above all ili people of God an earth ? yea, ro 


wilifie the moſt holy and eminent Servants bf God, andcon- 


demn all the Churches in the world, 44 if heaven were made 
for them alone ( if tt were ſo well, that all of thaw did be- 
leeve a hea ven beſides that within them, which / ſuppeſe is 
bit a ſorry Raven, 
3. And yet more unmaichable pride and implous Inf di- 
lity 6s it, to damn all the Church and People of God for this 
tec years at leaſt. Indeed Ga had never a people on earth 
of iLeſe mens way: But (io let paſſethe — * ages which 
condemn them) tell me, Had Chriſt any Church ſince the A- 
les dates till now, or no! If he not, then he was 
no head of the Church, and ſo no Chriſt For there #& no 
head without a body I, be hadd Church tell us where it 
wal, and when ? Do you not know (if you know any thing 
of the tate of he Church for co Teares; that Chriſt had 
#0 Church on earth of the Puakers minde, and that all his 
Miniſters have been ſuch as they condemn and bavebeen cal 
led by A honourable Tires as they are now ? And is not that 
man either as Infidel and enemy to Chriſt, or ftarke mad with 
pride, that can believe that Ghriſt had us Church till now 
and that all the Miniſters of the Goſpel for 1600 years were 
the Miniſters of the devil (as they ſay of us that tread in 
their ſteps ) and that all the Chriſtians of that 1 600 Tears 
are damned ( 4s now they dare denounce againſt thoſe that 
ſacceed them,) and that God made the world, andChrift 4. 
ed for #, with a fur poſe to ſave none but 4 few Quaker: that 
the world never knew-till a few Tears agee; or at left « 
rw Heul that were their Predeceſſers of old. 


* * ——_—  ©* * 
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ter to miſieade all theſeif they be not better guided by wor 


4. And 1 ſhould ſuppoſe that their proud, ſcarnful, rail- 
ing language ſbould put it out of doubt what ſpirit they art 
of, to ay that are acquainted with the language of Chi 
Spirit, and of Satan, and are able to judge of ſpirits by the 
moſt palpable effects, and to know darkneſse from light. 

But you ſay, It & Scripture - Languige which they * 5 
I anſwer, the greater u their preſumptuous ſin in making ſo 
ill a uſe of Scripture Language, 44 to ſerve Satan by it, and 
wſeit toreviling,, Whattf Chriſt call Judas a devil ? Is it 
therefore lawfall toca Peter ſo, or any faithjull Servants of 
Chrift * But I perceive you think they jujtly condemn us, le- 
cauſe we are called Maſters of men, contrary to Matth. 23. 
Alas that a Chriſtian ſbould be ſo ignorant, as wot to know 
that even calling Maſter and Lord tos, is commonly allowed 
of in Scripture, and that it is not the Title but 1. I he proud 
affeting of the Title, 2. And the Lording it over mens faith 
4s Maſters of that (a if others muſt be of their mind: right 
er wrong) which Chriſt there condemneth; Even as in tbe 
ſame place he forbiddeth being called Fathers, in the very 
ſame ſenſe, when yet it is ſſequently allowed in a better ſenſe. 

But for the fuller. anſwering of theſe ſcruples of yours, awd 

the reft about Tit hes, and (uch like : I ſend you here with, an 

A n(wer to the Queſtions of ſome Quakers near us inthe 

Pariſh of Bromigrove, and reſer youto my Defence of the 

Worceſter ſhire Petition Printed ſome Tears agoe. 

To your Queſlion, What I think of theſe men? I will tel 


yea what I think and am paſt all dont of. 


There are in England 4 Company of young raw Profeſe 
ſors, that have —— ccal then — ; And there — 
N of carnal hypocrites that place all their Religion in 

(ding certain piniont, and uſing cert ain externall mor- 
ſhip, and fiding with a Relizious partie. It is as hard mu- 


C 2 


able to receive, and that they are but a blinde, ſelfeſeeting, 
prend ſort of men that would exthrall all men to their judge. 
ments, when they are in atier darinef themſelves : 
they have gotten them but thus farre once, io deſpiſe their 
gaides, then do they proceed further with them, and per ſwade 
them that they that were blindein the points 7 Baptiſm and 
Church order, are ſ in other things ai well «s that, and 
that this light which they have ſeen already, ij but a (park, and 
that theſe being daies of gloriow diſcoveries, there are yet 
more 7* 2 matters to be — —.— they 
4 handſome dreſſe wpon of the proſſeſt points of Popery, 
and recommend 1 uh — — ee 
this they do not in the Name and carbof Papiſts, but (as the 
Popiſh Few at New-caſtle) they turn Anabaptiſts, and then 
riſe a ſtep bigher, and leade others after them; ſo that the 
folly people ſhall never know that it is Papiſts that are their 
Leaders; yea, they will cry out of the Pope, and call all that 


 diffurs from them Amichriſtiay purpoſly to divert ſuſpiciom, 


and blinde mens eyes. Thus the Papiſfts have begetten this 
preſent Sect of Quakers, firſt pretending to ſi range Revela- 
nent, Viſions and Trance, ſac h u are commonly mentioned 
in the lives of their d unts in the Legends Ana ſo youheve 


ere and there a Papiſt lor bing to be the chief Speaker among 


4. 


2 


thew, and theſe have foſbroned many others 18 their turns, 
to ſupplie thiir rooms, who yer know not their own Fathers. 
And fo the” Quakers among us are ¶ The ie nerant, proud, 


| ghddic fortof Prefers; fir mate Srparatiſts er anabap- 


* 


rifts, and perhaps more ( fir the n part of them) ani thes 
draws fuser by Popiſh ſubrirty, and now beaded with ſor: 
ſecret Friar#, and by them, aud by the detil, en- 
raged agu the Miniſters of Ci, and ſet apen the pro- 
parating of the ſwbfhincent Popery. 
If Tow ack me, lom I know that it is Papiſts who thus fe- 
. wn C 3 anuee 


\ | 


dace them? I anſwer, 1. Becauſe: they dothe Papifts work, 
and maintain their cauſe, as far as yet they dare venture ts | 
bring it * I conld tell you of abundauce of Popery tba 


the: Quikers and Behmeniits maintain; As that the Pope 
is mot Amtichriit ( whith is at leaſt to their advantage 
whether Popery or not) and the diſgracing and ſecret ander- 
mining the ſufficiency of the Scripture, the decrying of the 
Min: ſtry, the unc hurching of our Churches, the flieghtiog 
of Fuſt: fication by Imputed Rig hiconſucſſe, and drawing 
men to th: admiration of their inherent r1ghteouſnefse, and 
of their. works, the crying up the light within wa, and the 
ſufficiency of common revelation, the ſetting up the firewgth 
of mans free-will, the aſſerting the necefiity of at Fudge of 
Controverſie above Scripture (which they are content — 
be the Spirit of Revelations 4 while, til they can bolalius- 
exchange that for the Pope) the extolling of Monaftical ! 
Community and Virginity, and alienation from. worldly em- 


ploiments, thr doctrine of | Per fettion without ſinne in this * + 


life, with many more of the hike nature: All this the Pa- 
piſts have taweht the Quakers. If Tow ſay, They might | 
learn it without them; I would. ask you whether in all theſe | 
great Points you think the Papiſts are righter then the Ac. 
formed Churches ? If you ſay they be, ſpeak our, and confeſs 
your ſelf a Papi; If Ton (ay they be not,then who think v 
ſhowld reveal all thu Poperie to the Quakers, Not the Spirit 
of God, for he ij not the (4 ut hour of Poperie or any falſhud,, 
2 were the devil, then it ſeems that Poperic and the Qua- 
ers Faith ir hatched by the Prince of dark Andwhe- 
ther it were Frias or Devils, er both,that Aooters,it's 
not worth the while to diſpute, as long as we lnow nat it is 
Poperie that they hold, andthe devil Mt 40 
Perhaps Tow will ſay, That they bold many certain Truths, 
they cry Pride and Drunkenne(ſe, and worldlinefit, and 
2 


- "F 


, 


| l:thman; formerly à Schoolfellow of his, that cams 


ED ee eee 


6 ery e Mortification, and Charitie, and Humilitie. I anſwer, 


/ nd do not we do ſo 45 well as they ? Theſe are Prints where 
we are agreed with the 1 wb Do Tin think that God 
wouldextraordifhiarily ſend theſe men ie preach dowp the 
ry ſame finnes which are commonly preacht down alrea- 
die, better then they can do it, by thoſe men whim they re- 


' proach? All that i geod among them, i only that which 1 


as common among ut, and I hope a little better maintained 
ard managed; And all that wherein they differ from us 4 
their poi and heretical errours. 

2. But to give you further ſatisfattion, it is known by 
certain proof, that it is the Papuſts that do ſeduce and had 
hem . Many of themſelves have canſeſi ſuch things, and 
tharpreſem induſtrie among us is well known (which that 


: thy oy proceed in with leße impediment, they are the Jeal- 


os Defeniders of Univerſal Toleration ar Libertie for Pro- 


; pazating ſoul poyſoning Doctri nes, for all the torments of 


8h Inquiſition in ot her Countreys.): Have yon not ſeen 4 


S bert of Paper Publiſbed by M. Prin, Cutain ug an Oath of 


4 ien of Briſtol taten before the Magiftrates of tha 


cine 1 will tranſcribe Tow the Depoſition lemi Tow have 


no! ſeenit. 


The Informatign of George Comliſhav of the City 


ot Brito] Tronmonger, taken the 22: Day 
ot Fanggrie, 165 4. | 
p Ho informeth on his Oath,that in the Moneth 


'V of September aft, this Informanc had ſone 
| Diſcourſe in griſel with one M.Coppinzer, an 


thuher. 


is. HL... 


thither purpoſely for his paſſage 


: 
into ireland, who told 
this In that he had lived in Rowe and Italy cight 
or nine ycars, and had taken upon him the Order of a 
Friar it the Franciſcan Company; And he told this 
Informant, that he had been at London lately for ſome 
Moneths, and whileſ} he was there, he had been at all che 
Churches and Meetings, Publike and Private that he 
could hear of, and that none came ſo near him as the 
Quakers : And being at « Meeting of the Quakers he 
here met with two of his Acquaintance in Rane (the 
which two Perſons were of the fame Franciſcan Order 
and Company ) that were now become chief Speakers 
among the Qqakeis, and he himſelf had ſpoken am 
the Quakers in Zodon about thirty times, and was we 

roved of amongſt them. And this Informant fur- 
ther ſaith, that the ſaid M. Coppiwger asked him, What 
Kinde of Opinions in Religion there were in Briſtol ? 
And this Informant told him there were ſeverall Opi- 
nions and judgements, and not naming any Opinions of 
the Quakers, the ſaid M. Copp-ngey asked him, whether 
there had been any Quakers in Briffo/? And the ſaid 
Informant anſwered him, No; W hereupon the ſaid 
M. Coppingertold him the ſaid Informant two or three 
times, that it he did love his Religion and his ſoul, he | 
ſhould not hear them, whereupon this Informant told 
bim, that he thought none of them would come to Bri- 
ftol,who expreſly replied, that if this Informant would 
give him 5 pound he would make it 509 pounds if ſome 
Quakers did not come to ria within weeks or a 


monecth then tollowing. And on the morrow ogg 
the ſaidCoppinger departed from this City for elan 

native place, and about 18 daies after, there came to this 
Cay two Perſons that bare the name of un. 4 


| This is 4 true Copy ol the Orignal Information 
d | "taken upon Oath Jau. 22. laſt at Mu, before the 
t ' Town-Cleark and Magiſtraces ofthe City. | 


—_— 
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Ce F you further at me, Why the Papifts ave [0 diligent in theſe 
e id: of works? [ anſwer, Thew Tyranical Fattion and 
e Schbi[/m is maintained by works of darkneſſe and wconſcia- 
E 
C 
Cc 


nable devvits ; And they know in ſuch works as thiſe they are 
net like to loſe their labour, they bave-fo many ſeverall end: 
Which they hope to attain; Some they may bring divettly to Po- 
| eryitſelf, Some they bring ts agreat part of Papery before they 
2 Where they are; All of them the procure to de their work 
in diſgracing the Miniſtry, and many of them in diſp aragiug th e 
Seriptere : At leaſt they know when men are looſened ſrom all for- 
mer grounds, they are readier to receive anew lapreſſſos; Alſo 
by thu meanes they think to make the multi, of Sets, and the 
madueſſe of them to be 4 ſhame to wr Religion; And by this Ar- 
gamen they rurn many others to their fide : They uſe from hence 
te 4ſſanit eur commune wngrounded Proteſtants, and ſay, Tow may 
ſee now What it to depart from the Unity of the Romane C atho» 
liks ( burch ( for ſo they will needs call their trancendant [chiſm. ) 
And when they tall among their own followers in France, Italy. 
and ether Comntrey/,they mightily from hence confirm them tn their 
errourr,and do ſo aggravate the Hereſies and Sets among ns #hich 
themſelves bave cheriſhed, that they make the world abroad heli ve 
that the Proteſtants er Reformers in England are a/moſt all run- 
wing fark mai, and even gives over to the devil to poſſeſt and 
mene and bake their bodies, aud that we are broken into jo many 
foreds and pieces, that we ave almoſt So many men ſo many 
mindes, and have now #0 face of a Church among ut, ofþ ecially ha- 
ving the advantage of the ſuffrage: of ſome few over-angry Di- 
vines among our elves, who (on another ground ) comply With the 
Separatiſts, affirming that we have no true Churches, where there 
it mor the Epiſcopal prebeminence j Tow ſee then What game the PA- 
Peſt play in their fomenting of rheir Sets aud what uſe they make. 
of thems a1 home and abroad, 3 
To 


——— — — 
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T. cent lud, I intreat v to cf will of the ſenſe of theſe 
po ſages in the leg ITED 12:13,14,15, 16. Where | 


you may [it that Chriftr Offie#s or 
his Church for the eaifi cation, wwity, and (at loſt ) the perfefting 
of rhe body, and the preſerving of the poor prople ſrem the ſnares 
of [nch Seducers L' that we benceforth be no more Children 
toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every wirde of Do- 
Atine by the ſleight of men, and cunning eraftireſſe, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive. I 7 onng ane Nevices and proud, 
[elf cenctited Prefeſſors and Opinioniſts ars lite a bundle of fea- 
thers toft up and dawn, and carried that way as the winde of rim- 
pration driveth them. 
1 Cor. 11.1$,19. { When ye come together in the Church, 
I hear that there be aivicions among you, and I partly belceve 
ic; Fot there muſt be allo Heteſies among you that they which 
are apptoved may be made manifeſt amorg you: JI ve 
mark here what Codi end is in permitting theſe Divijuns and He- 
riet among u They are the Wine that muſt fifrou and ib 
11 which Was the Wheat and Which the chaff. T bu triall u topyore 
Jon and all of n1, and ſec het her. we are Jight or ſald, approved 
and ſound in the faith, er byperrices ; If this triali turm you quite 
over tothe diviſion of Separation axd Anabaptiſem, and ro the He- 
reſie of the ,Yuakers, we ſhall know that you were l eſere a ron, 


giddy, mnſetled Novice, not approved of God nor ſound at" the | 


beart. And iu an excellent merk God, thus to her fur the 
great fudętment, and make ſuch an open diſcovery of ſu al, 
proud, unſarttified men; For as it sſaid1 Job. 2. 19. L They 
went out from us but they were not of us; for if they had been 
of us they would no doubt have continued with us, bot they 
went out that they might be made manifeſt that they were not 
all of us. ] The Lord opex your ches, and bumble yeur heart, aud 
acquaint you with your great darkeneſſe aud imperfefiiins, and 
with the ſufficiency of holy Scriptwres, and the merffiry of bis 


Tnifitys are ſetled by bim in 


| 


* 


1 


* 


Order and Miniſtry, and the ned that han hae thoſe Cuides | 


em you diſpiſe, and the ob: dience and (nbmiſſion' that you owe 
them, ard the cxceflency of the Churches Unity, andthe miſchief 
of all d1viſitns and hereſies, and recover you from their [naver. 
Tow true Friend, 
RICuARAD BAXTER, 


| 


ANSWER 
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Miſerable Creatures, 


— Efore the laſt I wrote to you, I bad received 
three feverat! Pipers, with the Names of three 
leyerall:Perluns of you inſcribed, vis, One 
Jane Hiths, one Thomas Channdl:y, and Ed. 
ward Ven. Theſe I have yer to ſhew, though 
the Spirit that poſſefſerh you did ſince prevail 
with you to dal (at Lyarand Serpent in Folio, but for tel - 
ling vou chat L bad, ceceived them from you: Forſooth, be- 
cauſe I named ac che woman before, 2nd becanſe Neway 
wrote no: hu might not I receive them as From chem, and 
having their Names and only theirs ſcribed for all that? 
Siace that time | have received two more, One ſubictibed by 
Richard Far aworth and Tema Gooticr, and ino her without 
any ſab(cribed Name, I ſhewed Tbs. Goodier that wich his 
Name, and asked him whercher he owned it, who told me, he 
neither cerd it not mine which it replied to, and yet fo farre 
belived choſe char had, that be owned his Neme at ic. Having 


received in your fiuiſt Leccers, almoſt nothing but ſome Sheers 
off Tho Serpent, Viper, thou Child of the Devil, thou Son 
of perditiun thou dumb dog. chos falſe hireling. thou falſe Lat, 


Deceiyes, greedy dag, thou rivening Wolf, thou curſed hy- 
De D 2 paftite, J 


(2) 


poctite, with much more of the like; I returned you no 
Reply, as confeſſing my ſelf not ſo well skilled in that ge 
and learning as you are ; And for the dunghil. heapes of falſe 
accuſations annexed, | paſſe them by, as being well known to 
be impudent ſanders ; Such as by L upholding accurſed, pre- 
latical Goverament, falſe worſhip, &. ]for which you dare 
ſay [ the vengeance of the Lord is agaioſt me, I while you in- 
ſtance only one word of a Paper of mine, wherein 1 moved 
that men be reſtrained [_ from preaching againſt the Eſſentials 
or Foundamentals of Chriſtianity, ] which one of you tels me 
g reſtraining men from [ (peaking any more in Chriſts name 
tod a petſecuting Chriſts Miniſters : I we may ſee what Chri- 
{f{anity and Chriſts Miniſters are in your account, who take it 
for ſuch d:maable emnity to Chriſt, for za mis to be reſtrained 
from Preaching that there is no Chriſt, or from reproaching 
him: I doe not thinke if I had defired that men ſhould be re- 
firained from calling you damnable Herericks, or the Baſtards 
of the Papilts, that you would have been ſo froward a8 to have 
ſaid that herein 1 was your Enemy; Nor do I think yon would 
baye taken it for any dangerous reſtraint to the 
their Conſciences; Bur Chriſt will deal juſtly with you 
youdeal unjuſtly with him and his. 

When your Praters were here, I defired to know the fur- 
ther ground of all cheſe heavy accuſations, that muſt prove 
me- a Childe of the devil, a greedy dumb dog, a Son of perdi- 


tion, with all the reſt. And I could have no proof of all but 


this; That I was called Maſter, That I Rood in high place 
to pteach, and that I ſtudied, and that I preached by an hour- 


glaſſe, and ſo would limi the Spirit if I had it; and that 14cook” 
money for Tythes : Falſe doctrine and worſhip IA charged 


with in generall, but not one word of inſtance in any particu. 
lar that I can remember: To theſe charges I ſhall give you 
ſome account anon, 

When 1 bad received your-24 Queries, I ſent 
feet, that if you would bur ſubſcribe your conſent that I th 


come to your meeting, and anſwer them ll by word of mouth 


without diſturbance, and you would receive what was made 


plain to your ſelves to be the Truth ; I was willing to come” 


over 


m An-. 
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; 


hen I deſired to ſee the Commiſſion by which you claim this 


(3) 
over to that end: This motion you deteſt and rejeR with a 
Sheer of further Reviling in the ſame ape 3s the firſt ' 
were : I hope you wilſnor take it ill if 1 not in that grin- 
ning ot bark ing Rherorick ; For if Ide — — b 
not expect that I ſhould equal you in ſnarling, or barkiog, or 
howli 

Bur — you not bewraied your deceit fulaeſſe io / efuſing 
to cnn ſhould come and anſwer your Do 
by rhis, that you — — — | 

nd the Works of darkeneſſe you are t 
hace the Light becauſe your Deeds are Evil 7 — 

ſend me Queries which you would not give me leave ; 

by Speech ꝰ Whar was it that you ? 
Bur in ſtesd of this, you — and romnnind mein the 

Name of the moſt high them in thae ' 

you may [ publiſh xhem with your Reply if need be. Bur 


Authority, you ſhew me none, but tell me, it is inviſible. 
And may not all the world command me on theſe termes as 
well zz you ? Inftedd of admitting me to inſwer in your Cody/ 
gregation, ſome of you came over (taking a time when the 
Lord had ſhut me up by ſickneſſe, and could not go to the 
publique meeting) to make a diſturbance in our Afﬀembly, 
Aar./ 25. and to try your Reherorick on the mindes of People 
in this place: wherenpoa it pleaſed the Magiſtrate to binde 
one of you to the good behaviour, for the publique Diſturb- © 
ance, and railing at the Magiſtrate : And upon this you ſend 
anocher Papes with an outcry againſt us as perſecutors: when 
you might know, that I was not concerned in the buſineſſe; 
and when indeed oo man did ſo much #5 once ack my advice in 
t. But as for chem that did it, I dare no mote asccuſe them of 
tion, then I dare accuſe them for perſecution who ſhall 
urn a Thief in the hand. Alas, hat impaicent ſoules ire you 
to cry out ſo much of perſecution, when many « poor ſcold is 
duckeio the Gumble ſtool — words more Neue ſweet 
and Lamb-like chen yours 
Iſhail now come to fay — to yout Papers ; and ſicſt 
* 4 a word of my reaſon, why I may not anſwer them | 
316 A 


=—_ 


(4) 
ſangnamliyinorder,ant ward by word, 11 you command me 


toda :1Becaule I date not be guilty of | ſo much precious 
nag Becauſe, lhere; magh, mtr He, Mt. t do, 
2 arcule.ee for Heng, dec auſe I do not dig ot 

t hte ſh : yet vaude Pee when they were bete, did nei- 
ther dig not threſh any more then [ ! gor do | hear that they 
de elſe where, as they follow cheit ſeducing imployment. 
3 Bale you hade hes ep ve enαννν fan tepetitson 
and ονν˖ꝭus, ſo 45156, an, you accordingly Hoe fo 
ſaglt-nie, to au, and would but Prove me to be like vont 
ſelves. Many more Reaſons 1 overpaſle. There is not a ſcold 
in all che Counirey, bat may'as honeſtly and rea ſonably com- 
mand me in the Nime f God to came and ſcold with them in 
the Met. place, a you. may Command: meithus to anſwer 
your' (en ſcoldiag Papers: Net yvuſhall ha ve no Cauſe 
to compſain chat I have overpalled any thing that's worthy to 
be regarded. a ? 


—— — — 
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1 125 | _ mo» dr 4+ 25 T's 16:1 42m La 
Out gest Query is, L #241 be f Pronciple of che pus 
|» Religion? | To which I anſwer, 1. L That God ua J and 
next { chat he is x Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him 
Heb, 11-6. 2. Do you ak this, as Learners? No that you te- 
nounce. Or a Teachers 2; Why thea do you not ſhew your 
Commiſli n to teach? And by de you act plainly Teach, 
but ask Meſtom ? Or do you c it for matter to feed your » 
prating and ſlandting e 
Your ſecond Query is [_ ether they are «4 Churchof Cbriſt 
that beat and per/ecute them that Witnefſe, forth the Tub in 5 
Name? &c. ] Av. DoubtleGen's pullibic fora rrue Church 
to be guilty of injuties. But you have as little cauſe to þ ut 
this Queſtion, as the T ark hatch, What would you anſwer if 


. a fewora Twrk, or a Witch, ſhould put this Queſtion > Ls 


it a true Chutab a bat peiſecuteth them that witneſſe the truth 

Sorely it's nothing co you, who vitae ſſe abominable falſhoats 

and dreames. 2. But 1'il tell you what do. When y οtw̃ 

home, go to ſome of your Goſſips, the Friers or ocher Papiſts; | 

and ask chem this Oueſt ion: nn ; 
w 


- 
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which ſet vp the Senſe Iequifition? and Cruſed the French 
Maffacre >-»nd hath by flames ard ſword drawriove the bloud 
of fo many hundred hoohnd true Chriſtians ? Ask them, 
Whether the ettberies of the fry 1 hr 1 ri mur- 
ders were done by x true Charch? It ay _ will give 
you x more ſatisfactoty Anſwer then | can, becauſe you wil 
ſooner heat them 

Your third Queſticn is about 7afantr- Baptiſm. Of that 1 

have already written 3 whole Book, which in moeſty you 
ſhon!d peruſe, before yon call to me for more. Hive 
you ſoberly read what I have there wrote already ? If 
not, to what purpoſe ſhould I write more to you of the ſame 
ſubjzeR. | 

Only to your Query, 1 will zdde this Query to your Foun- 
dets the Anabaptiſts : Whether by this tie they donor feel 
Gods plagues upon their party? And whether God do not 
viſibly ceſtifie againſt them from Heaven,in giving up their Di- 
ſciples to all xinde of abomingtions > And whether the Plague 
of Pharaoh be not on thoſe hearts, aud of the blinded Sous- 
miret on their eyes, that inall chis can ſee no reefon it leiſt fo 
be very ſuſpicious of their way? and whether they are yet re- 
ſolved to wink on to deſtruction, or ro ſtay till all turn 9 
kers, Ranters or Infidel- > And how much England yer fee 
it ſelf beho!den to Separation and Anzbapriſtry ? Andwhe- 
ther it be not the Separated and Anzbaprifts Churches thic 
areemptied by the Quakers ? 

Your fourth, fifth, fich, ſeventh, eight and ninth Que. 
ries are all about Tythes : The ſubſtince of which I had an- 
ſwered long 280 to ſome of your lexding Brerheren, in x 
Book called, The Worcefterfbier Petition Defended; to which 
Bok 1 refetre you, to ſpire the fxbour of ſpesking 
one thing twice; and modeſty ſhon'd have taught you ro 
take notice of that which 1 have done are idy, before you call 
for the fame things g un. Only ſet me now adde thee Queries 
11ſo to you. SEL 

24. 1. Whether have you read any of thoſe Boks th yt are 
written ſong ago, to prove thit Tyrhes are ſtill of Divine 


Right ? If you have not, were it not well beſ-eming a tender 


Conſcience 


| tocaile againſt that which they do aot under 
2%, 2» Whether there be nor ſufficient Scri 


Conſcience te hear all —- ay ws adventure 
3 


re to warrant 
+ : | Ff . 
'A . bag d. for the ſervice 


r op? Yes, ©. 


they did not in the Primitive times, ſo Didicate © 
4 ſelling it, and jaying down the Price at the Apoſtles © 

2s, 3-14 it not layefull take and uſe chat which is ſo Dedi- 
cared? And if che Apoſtles and firlt Church Officers might 
_-_ May not we take the Teaths, when they are thus De- 
* ? 


„ 4. If our Anceftoars, many an Age ag0 have given 
the Tenchs to the Church for the Miniſtry, are not thoſe ſa- 


crilegious Church-cobbers that ſhonld now take chem L 
having nothing 2 do wich chem? And do not you counſel 
men to the fin of «da: or of Ananias and Sephire ? 
2s, 5. Ifone that bares the bag prove x e and Thief, 
or one Nicolas a Deacon ſhould lead a SeRt of Nicolaitans, © 
your Predeceſſours, Whether are all the Apoſtles therefore 
Thieves, or all che Churches and Paſtors greedy dogs, for t- 
king mach more then the Tenths, Even mens whole Eſtates © 
that gave them to that uſe? 
& 2.6, Whether 1, or other Miniſters do ask the people ſo 
much for preaching as the Qygakers receive themſelves ? DS 
not you veceive meat and drink, to ſuſtain your lives ? But 
we tak not meat and drink of any, nor any thing elſe, that is 
theirs: The Tythes is none of theirs, nor ever was, ner their 
fathers before but they bought or took Leaſes of their 
Lands, with the Condition of paying the Tenths as none of 
theirown. We ask them not fora peny, but only to divide 
between theirs and ours, and give us our own. 

De. 7. If it be not a wrong to the people more then to the 
Miniſters to have the ſtanding Church- maintenance taken 
away, Why then do people petition ſo hard for Augmentations 
. where Means is wanting ? Or elſe do worſe. 


2». 8. If the Suprem Rulers of the Commonwealth may 
lay an Exciſe or Tax on the Nation, and pay Souldiers with 
* | 


. 
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one part of it, what forbids but that they may pay Miviſtery 
ofthe Goſpel wich the other part? And if they may lay at 


+ for them, Why may they not fix a ſetled Maintenance in 


= 
— 


. 
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Tenths for them, much more, why may they. not let them 
poſſeſſe that which is theirs already by their forefathers gift ? 
29. Where doth any Scripture forbid paying or taking 
Tythes? I have ſhewed you in my other Book, where ic 
commandeth allowing ſufficient Maintenance ? Shew where it 
condemnech che Teath part any more then the ninth, or the 
eleventh, or twelfth 2 
A.. W Hen God hath commandel a ſufficient maintenrnce 
in general, and left ir co humane prudence to judge what is 
kitBcient(before they give it 3 If then a man ſhall ay Where 
dorh the Scripture require the Teaths? and you are no true 


" Miniſters who cake che Tenths; J Is not this as wiſe us co (ay, 


[ Though Chriſt and his Apſties did.grear clothes, yet ſhew 
where any of them prexclit i doublet; or breeches, or ſtock- 
ings, or elſe you zre faſe Prophersfor werring theſe; ] Is not- 
this a9 wiſe 21 gaing 35 che other, and to the ſame purpoſe ? 

And where you. 25k us (6 oft whether the Apoſſſes took the 
Tenths, | cell you again they cook more, that is, men ſold all 
and laid down the money at their feet. It's true that then the 
voor alſo were maintained out of it; And if you will ſhew 2 

Commiſſion to examine us, we will give you an account how 
far we maintain the pore out of out meet tent h pare, In the 
mean time it's anreaſenible,that you demand, that we ſhould 

ſo maintain them as to ſuffer u beggars; For if all that 2 Mini- 
ſter hath will not muntain twenty poor pevpletF he give it 
them al}, how ſhould he chea maintain x hundred wich ir ? 

Your. 10fÞ IX is, L whether Chriſt enlightneth every one 
that cometh inte the Wor (4? ] To which aniiver, yea, he doth 

ſo, All that come into the world of nature, be enlighteneth 
with the light of Nature ( fo called becauſe that itis a know- 
ledge gotten by the Book of be Creatares and natural means, 
without ſupetnatutal Revelation though ic be of grace alſo 


is it is freely given after a forfeicure; I An all that come into 


the world of grace he enlightneth with the light of ſuperna- 
tural Revelation. 
E Having 


5," 


- 
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Havirg fa'd 3s much to (his Query as ven require, I will 


{rats dde ſomething that 1 way pleaſe you by ſupererroga- 


tion: I lately ſaw another Paper of your Queries which you 


have diſpe tſt in other places, which ſpesks »!moſt only of 


This Inward Light ; In which I perceived 1. That yoa falſly 


intimate that we deny the neceſſity of an inward light, ben 


as we maintzine that the externall light of the Word alone is 
not ſufficient without the inward light of the Spirit, 2. You 
there intimate to us a ſuppoſed ſufficiency of the inward light 
that every man in the world hath. Concerning which I ſhall 
ſay more anon, 3nd now only demand of you. 1. Whether 
you meant it is ſufficient to leave men without excuſe, ( That 
we maintainas well as you) oris every mans light ſufficiens 
to bis Glyation? If ſo Q, 2. Was it ſufficient before Chriſt 
preached the Goſpel ud ſent his Apoſties> Or is it now ſuf- 
ficient to all that never heard abe Goſpel; If fo, Is not the 


Gelpel a vain ard needlefſe thing? or are you Chriſtians that 


date ſo affitm? Q. 3. If the world have ſufficent light, what 


need they your teaching, or diſcourſe, or conviction ? Q.. IF 


all have ſufficient light within them, what need there any 
converting grace? Q_ 5. Then why did Chriſt ſend Pal to 
open mens eyes, and to turn them from darkenefſe to light, if 


they had ſofficient light before, AZ. 26. 18. Q 6.1 pray you. 
do not diſdain to tell we when you have rub'd youreyes, if, 
all men have ſufficient light within them, Why you got up 


into the Judgement ſear, and pronounced me ſo oft to be in 
darkene ſſe, and to be voide of the light, and to have none of 
the Spirit Lif all have it, why may rot I have it? 

But let me tell you further in your ear, that we that you 
ſo ſrantickly bawl 2gainſt, have read Bellarmixe and other Pa- 
piſt s ſo oft. that we cannot be ignorant who are your Texch- 
ers, though your lelves are ignorapt ; We know how ear- 
neftly the Jeſnires would perſwade us that there is » light in 
every. mares conſcience, which if he improve and husband 
well, God is bound to give ſach additions 2s ſhall make it 
become ſaving, and that by the good uſe of natural light men 


may certainly get ſupernatural; and that it is in mens o 


o wer, hat light ſoevet they have to improve it to falyation. 
| Your 
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Your 11> Query is, [ Whether Wwe have ſeen Gods face ? | 
An. Whether theſe be Learning, or Teaching, or quarelling, 
ot doting Queſtions, | letve to your conſideration : but wht 
Call _ bad to propound them to ſuch Serpents, Dogs, and 
Children of the devil, as you call us, I know not: But howe- 
ver le anſwer you truly. 1. By the eye of reaſon I have ſeen 
chat there is a God, and thac he is inifinice, incomprehenſible, 
moſt great and muſt good, &. . The ſame I have ſeen more 
cleerly by the eyes of faith. 3. But I never ſ:w God by the 
eye of fleſh, for none can ſo ſee God and live, Nor bath any 
man ſeen God at any time, ſaving the only begoten Son who u in 
the boſame of his Father, he hath declared him. 4. Nor have! 
ſeen him in glory intuitively, or as the gloriged in heaven do. 
If you ſay you have ſeen more, I ſhall not be very forward to 
beleeve till I ſee bettet fruics of it, I alſo therefore de- 
mand of you, Whether he that hath ſeen God do not abhot 
himſelf ( xs Fob did ) in duſt and aſhes? And whether the true 
knowledge of God do not ever xbaſe the foul, and make 2 
man very mein in his own eyes? And then is it likely chac * 
everthoſe mcn had the true knowledge of God, who make 
it their buſineſſe to exilt themſelves us having the Spirit, and 
being perfect wichout (in, and to revile and beduag other 
men with theic reproaches, xs being all the Children of the 
devil, and of darkneſfſe, that be not of their ſtrain, and rave 
not as they do? The Phariſee that thanked God he was nor 
as other men, nor as the Pablicane, ſpoke hambly ind modeſt» 
ly in compariſon of you, and yet was he counted x proud 
ſelf-jaſtifizr : If ever you come to the leaſt ſaving ſight of God, 
it will mightily change the proude ſteun of your ſpirits, and 
make you abhot they thought of your preſent evil wies. 

Your 12. Query is, © #hther we have the ſame infallible Spi- 
rit as the h men of God bed that ſpoke forth the Sceripenres ? } 
Anſ. Why muſt you know this? Are all Dogs and Serpents 
with you chit have not that Infallible Spirit? But we hear 
the croakings of your Papift guides in that word [| Infalible ; ] 
that's the pillar of their Kingdom, 2nd the Maſter-poinc © 
their New Religion, That their Charch iu infalible; For de- 
nying which, X =o: the Jeſuite ag1inſt Chilingworth, and x late 
gawdy Orator F. W. 1 $04 cates a 
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of iFem, we u'ld fain iperſwide vs that xe ſubvert Chriſtiane 
ty, and are little bettet then Irfidels, becauſe we ute not In- 
fallible ; Bur 1] will anſwer you and your Maſters together in 
2 word, 1, The Pcopbers and Apoſtles had infall-ble Infpitas 
tions of new mztrers of divine verity, noe before revealed; 
becanſe they were to be Gods penmen and Mcflengers of ſuch 
New Revelations, I haue none lach that I know of, 3. The 
Prophets and Apoſtles are gu ded infallibly in the manger 
25 well as the matter, ſo-that every word that they wrote to 
the Churches was infallibly true ; 1 have no ſuch Jnfellibi- 
lity, not your Grznfather the Pope neither: He may erre 
while he pretendeth to the greateſt Infallibility in deciding 


* 


Controverſies. 3. What man ſoever he be in the world that 


belee ves any Truth, he doch iafallibly believe it; For he that 


is in che tight is not deceived ſo fat, and he that is not miſta- 
ken is ſo farre infallible, which is no more then von fallitur... 
4. But iſ by [ Infallibility ] you ſhould mean the cſearneſſe - 


and ſubjective Certain, 28 diſtinſt from the objective and 
the bare truch of our conceptions, then I fay, that's another; 
thing chen Infallibilicy, and not to be ſo called, and of that 
Certainty men have diff. tent degrees: All true Chriſtians are 
certain of their Fundamentals, yet ſometime with ſome donbe- 
ing, ſo that they may finde cavſe to ſay with the Apoſtles, 
Lord, Incriaſe eur Faith zor, we believe, helpe thou onr unbelief g. 
But in leſſer conttoverted Points which Salvation dependeth 
nat on, the belt man on earth may erre, much more be uncer. 
tain; So that in a word, Every Church is ſenſ# cempoſito, 
whilea Church is Infallible in the eſſentials of Chriſtianity; 
and ſo is every true Chriſtian : And alſo they know ipfallibly 
every other ttuch that indeed they know ; Becauſe Truth is 
Truth whether they know it or not, and when they da know. 
it they are not deceived; But in many things we all erre, be- 
cauſe we know but in part, and ſo farce are deceived, 

Weil, I ay til}, Fair fall the honeſt humble Chriſtian that 


will confeſſe with Paul that we know bunt in part; For | ſhall -- 
never like preatenders to un erring Infallibility more ; 1 know | 


but to ſuch prentenders, and they are both the moſt abomi- 
nable deceivers and deceived, One is the Pope and his Cler- 
gy, and who more erroneous ? Thegther is your ſelves, even 


(ir) 


diftraRted with errcur, The Pope venteth dbundance of falf- 
hoods in doctrine, and corruptions in diſciphire and worſhip, 
and with all theſe errors in his bands, proteſteth he is infalli- 
ble. The Quakers. (all that yer/have wrote to me or ſpoke 
ro me) pour out the gtesteſt abundance of moſt impudent 
Lies, and ſpue their filthy railings in the fates of :Imoſt all 
they come near, ſo that 1 know not whether everthe Sun ſaw 
a more hardened, ſhamleſſe, abominable Generation then 
they (with their brethren the Rantots) are ; and yet with all 
this filt h upon their lips, they confidently profeſſe t hat they 
ate infallible and v tout ſia; You may well excuſe us that we 
be not haſty in believing you till we ſee more reaſon for it. 

Your 13'* Q is, { What * Helr month that the Wicket go in 
at, &c. J | aniwer.,, 1 You are liker to know ere long then]; 
If a miracle of grace (ſaves you not, you'ſe be ber ter ible to 
anſwer this Query then yeryour unbelief will give you leave, 
2, It ſufficeth me to know that Hell is ſtste of endleſſe mi- 
ſery, where ſuch as you ſhall everkaſtingly bear the effects of 
Gods wrath and justice with the devils und his Angels that 
now ſeduce you, if tiemely recovery-pervent it nor. 

vour 14h 2. is, | Whether the Bible be the Word of Gid ? 
and Matthew, Mork, Luk and John be the Goſpel, and Whither 
there were am Goſpel before them, aud whether they be the light ? ] 
To which I anſwer, 1 Only Jeſus Cheiſt is rhe co-eſfentiali, 
co-eternall Word of the Father, being ode with the Father. 
2. But che holy Scriptures are the cemporal expreſſed Word, 
that is, the figns of Gods mind e to man, ſu that Chtiſt and the 
Scriptures are not called the Word in the ſime ſenſe no more 
then is the Word of a mans minde, and the word of his mouth 
or peo. This (ignifying word was preachied before it was writ- 
ten, ind then was the Goſpel, but it wiv ten after it was 
ſo preathed at ficft, that it might be 2 ftenfins Rule, and mipht 
be kept int ite and ſute to the Charch to + he wortds end; For 
the bare memoties of men would not have kept them for ns 
wil ſuch certainty as they have been kepr in Scripture aud de- 
liveted unto us, This Ward thereforeis the light, but not ab * 
Chriſt & the light, or as the Spirit is the light, for there te 
nfany ligbte that maſt concutre to give us light. It's x Wiſe" 


E 3 Queſtion. 
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.. 28.20,21.and that theſe are able to make 


(12 ) 

Queſtioa of him chit ſu d asc, Wether the light by which 
mia ſee; be che vilivefaculcy of his eyes, or the light of 2 
Calle, or the lightria the air, or the Sanz W y it my be 
all cheſe, Thece malt be 1. ASan' 2, Alight from that Sun in 
the air. 3. Ad ia, in che eyes. 4. And thit ourward 
receive] by the (awicd, before you canſee ; So God in Chriſt 
is the Sun, Mans Realonis the Bye, The Goſpel or Word of 
Gol is che ecernil L gac flowing to us from the Sun, The 
Spirit cloſeth cheſe cwo together, even the Goſpel and our 
Reaſon, and by it's pawerfull work in thac cloſure, breedeth a 
ſpecial illuminacion in the foal which the Word alone could 
not produce, 

I ſhall adde ſome Qyeries to you. 1. Ds you beleeveche 
Scriptures to be true or got? If you do, then you mult be- 
leeve what they ſay of themſelves ; Bit they call themſelves 
the Word of God, Mur. 5 13. Kn. 10:8. 2 Cor. 2. ty. & 42. 
1 Theſ. 4. 18. 1 Pet 1-25, And often they are called tbe Laws 
of God, his Teftemonics, his Statmes, bu Precepts, his Promiſes, 
Goſpel, Covenants, &c. All Scripture i written by divine Taſpi- 
ration, 2 Tim, 3.16. The word of Prophecy i a ſure Ward, 2 Pet. 
I, 19. 

2. Will you give us leave to ſmell the Pope in your eu- 
deavours co diſgrace the Seciptures, though your own Noſes 
be ſtopt ? For we have been uſed to deal with him at this wes. 


# wan 


pon, and know that this is the main poiat of his New Re- 8 


lig on. 


eAn/. Lon all divine Revelations, and diſown alt dis 


ones, ſo farre as I know them. 1 own all thoſe bleſſed Revel.. 
tions contained in the holy Scriptures; for they were infals . 
libly ſealed by mulcicude5of uncontrolled miracles and a - 
tit of holineſſe; I believe that the Sctiptutres or Lats 
Chriſt being finiſhed and ſealed, we muſt hold theſe till 
coming of Chriſt, 1 Ti. 6.1 3,14. and that Chriſt will be wich 
the Preachers of this ſame doctrine to the end of the world, 


| men wiſe to 
ſalvation wichout any more additions, and therefore no more 
i to be expected · But yet I beleeve 1. That God hath noe 


tied 


Your 15*> 2s. is, L Whether We ewn Revelations or 50 J 


hy 


| 
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tied himſelf from revealing particular matter in ſubſerviency 
to Scripture extarordinarily, 3s divers murders have been te- 
vealed, and rhe like matters of fact. 2. And I believe that all 
true Chriſtians have the illuminating, ſanfifying Spirit of 
Chriſt ro helpe them to know all the meaning of the Scripture 
which is of flit neceſſity co ſalvation, and more, according to 
their ſeveral meaſures of the Spiric with other helps. 

Your 16. Q. is about Singing Davids Pſalms ; ] To which 
Ifay, Till you have conſidered what is already written on 
that Queſtion by M Cotton and Mr Foard. I know not why 
I ſhould adde any more: If all Scripture be written for out 
uſe and learning, why may not we ſpeake to God in the words 
of Davids Plalmes as well as any other Scripture? Tell me if 
you can ? and further. 2s. 2. They being uſed by the Church 
till the Apoſtles times, where do you finde that they did 
ever forbid or aboliſh that uſe? A. 3; Whether is it more 
lawfull for us to ſpeake Gods praiſes in the words of holy Scri- 
ptute, and particularly of Davids Pſalms, or for you to rake 
together all the threatnings and ſharpreproofs in Scripturs, 
to ſerve your turn to rail and ſander me with ? 

Your 17. 2s. is, [ What's the ſoul of man which the Mini- 
fert of the Goſpel are to watch for as thiy that muſt give an ac» 
count to God, and What 14 it that captivates the ſoul, and What 
death it that bath paſſed over all &c. and what the Serpent. 
head that muſt be br ui/ed. ] 

Anſe Seeing I am fallen under your 'Catechizing, 1 will 
res idty obry, 1. The ſoul is that ſpiritual ſubſtance which cau- 
ſeth by it's lower power, your life, growth, and nouriſhmenr, 
by it's next power your feeling, 3nd by ic's higheſt” power 
( proper to man of all inferrour Creatures) your Rexſomiag, 
IatelleAive know'edge 2nd rational willing and afteftrons ; 
which together wich the Body conſtituteth the whole min, 
Suppoling that you look not for 2 Deſinitios, becauſe you ſo 
abhorre Log'ck, 1 think this in brief mry ferve your turns. 
2. The whole minis oft called che foul in Scriprure, becsuſe 
che ſoul is the moſt Noble part of him. 3. I pray mark the 
Text that you alledge, Heb. 1 3.17. Obey them that rale over you 

for they Watch for your ſowls as theſe that muſt give account that 


they 


rage it is our duty to wait patiently, in meekneſle infirudin$ 


(14) 
ther md) dt it with joy and mat wih grief, for that i nnproficable 
en ] Beczuſe you have" pur this Text into my hand, I 
will mix way Anſwer with tht Few Queries to you; (For 
1ſappole you expect d great ex ctaeſſꝭ of order fromme. ) 
2a. 1, Whether many words in Scriptare rranſhired [ A- 
ters M , &.) de not of as low nad humble an 1mpor- 
tance as [| Rulers ? ] And therefore ſeeing God calleth Mini- 
ſters the Rulers of che Church, are they not fo far Maſters as 
the word Maſter ſignifiech a Guide or Teacher > And why 
elſe are they oft called Teachers ? 2», 2, If God bid the peo- 
ple obey them as Rulers, and the Quakers perſwade them to 
abborce and. rejeR chem as dogs, Serpents, and Sons of perd- 
tion, which.is co be obeyed; God orthe Quakers? and he- 
ther is it the Spirit of God or of the devil and Antichriſt that 
the Qaakers ſpeak by? u. 3. Is it the Miniſters or the Qga- 
kers that watch for the good of ſouls, and have the cule over 
them? 2.4, If the preſent Paſtors of the Churches be not 
true Miniſtecs, ſpeak out and tell us who are, and where we 
ſhall, finde chem, and where they bave been from Chrilts 
time till now ? Or whether Chriſt hath bees ſo cateleſſe of 
his.Chutch, sad ſounfairhfull of his promiſe, as to leave bis 
Church without Paſtors from the Apoſtles daies till now 
And to leave all the world without true Paſtors even till 
except theCongregarions of the Quikers.in England? 2 5. Ace 
cording to this Text, whether will it be to the peoples profit 
or diſprofit to deſpiſe and diſcourage their teachers and guides 
and make them do their office with fighing and grief? 4 
will they have in the end a better bargain of it to hearken to 
their Rulers or to the deſpiſets of them > Conſider well of 
theſe things. 
4+ I proceed in my Anſwer to your 2s. That Which hath 
captivated your ſouli is the devil by fin, The underſtanding 
by blindeneſſe and erroar, your hearts by pride and hardneſſe, 
your wils by tranſporting paſſions and perverſeneſſe ; and ſo 
your lives by open wickedneſſe; Imitating your Leader, and 
going up and down like raging bealts night and day ſeeking 
whom you may deceive and devour: And againſt all your 


ACA IS i. .4 AA Ah. uo 28 


(15) 

ſuch 2s oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventnre will give them 
repentance te the acknowledging of the truth, and that they may 
recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the devil, who are taken 
captive by bins at bis will, 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25,26. 

5. The Death that paſſed on all ir, The Seperation of the ſoul 
from the body, and of Gods ſpecial fayour or grace from 
both, and the guile of everlaſting miſery for ſin. 

6. The Serpents head is the Devils power and policy, when 
ſach as you are vanquiſhed by che light, and your folly made 
known to all, and when the Kingdom of Satan in fin and dark- 
neſſe is overthrown, then his head his bruiſed, as Chriſt in his 
own perſon gave it the great bruiſe on earth, in the vanquiſh- 

of Satans temptatiom, in the perfect holineſſe of his life, 
in his Miracles, caſting out devils, and in this triumphaut death 
and reſurection, and afterward in the ſucceſſe of bis do- 


Arne. 

Your 18. 2s. is, [ What i the flamining Sword that k/eps the 
Tree of life, and what the Cherubim i A. 2 Tim. 2. 2. [ But 
feelifh and nulearned Queſtions avoid, knowing that they do gen- 
der ftrifes , and the Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive. ] You in- 
trude into thoſe thinges which you have not ſeen, vainly puft 
up by your flefhly minde, Col. 2. 18, It ſhall ſuffice me to know 
that the Aiming (word is Gods terrible reſtraint, and the Che- 
rubims are Angelical Executioners of his will: Wiſedon 
hath two Gates, the Gate of Grace and the Gate of Glory; 
1 are ſeen by faith now, and by intuitive intellecti- 
on in the life to come. 

Your 19. 9, is, [ Whether they that ſtand praying in the Sy- 
nagegues or Idols Temples, and love greetings in the markets, 
and bindes heavy burthens on the People, and are called of men 
Maſter, be not ont of Chriſts Doctrine # A. Becauſe this 
is all that you go about to prove me x falle Prophet by, I (hall 


fay the more co your ſatisfaction. r, If our Temples be Chrifts 
Temples, do they not blaſphemoutfly make Chriſt an Idoll, 
that call them Idols Temples. 2. If you are not wilfully blinde, 
you may perceive that it is not a the external actions men- 
tioned Mat. 23. that Chriſt contemneth, but the pride and 


bypocrifie which the Pbtiſees manifeſted in them. Mark - 
F that 


(16) 
that he bids men even bear the bypocriticall Scribes and Plas 
riſees, and obſerve and do lat they bid men obſerve ard do, 
becauſe they fate in Aeſe chair. It is not therefore all the 
faults there charged on them. that will acquit men from ob- 
ſervation of their doctrine. 1s this agreeable to your ptactiſe 


whodamp men that Ceſpiſe not ard te ject not Chriſts moſt * 


upright and faithful Miniſters? Their fin is laid down in the 
gr yerſe JA their works thry do tobe ſren of men, ] Prove this 
of us if you can? Becauſethey were proud [They leved the 
upper met rooms at Feaſts, and chief ſeats in the Synagogues | 
Prove this by us if you can : 1 had rather have a lower room 
at a Feaſt then a higher, and ordinarily rather none then ei- 


„* $$ II 


„ 


ther; 1 uſe not the chief Seats in Synagogues; I ſit intbe 


midſt of the Aſſembly, and ſo I may conveniently be he ard 
when I am to ſpeak, I care not where 1 ſtand. Greetings in 
the market-place —— did 1 _ Or to be called R 
But I pray you mark that it is not LC but Lui the u 
permoſt rooms that Chriſt ber pr arvs U — mult be 
vppermoſt, and then we muſt have none but round Tables or 
not fit at all : So conſequently it is not being called Rabbi or 
Maſter that Chriſt intendeth, but a proud deſire of and love 
to thoſe Titles: As a man may accept of the higheſt room for 
Order, that /oveth it not in Pride; ſo may he accept of the 
Title of Maſter from thoſe that owe him teſpect, though he 
love it not in pride. 

Beſides I pray you note, that Chriſt forbiddeth the Name of 
Maflerno furtber then he forbiddeth the Name of [ Father ] 
verſ g. [ Call ne man your Father upon earth; And yet do you 


not know how oft the word [Father] is owned in Scti- | 


pture,and children commanded to love and che their Fathers,and 
honour them: I know the higheſt of your Sect do ſotbid the 
owning of any ſuch Relations, or Names, as Fathers, Chi“ 
dren, Husband, Wife, Maſter, Servint, Magiſirate, Sob ct, 


and they forbid all affe ctionꝭ to ſuch Relations, or þ 01 , 


reſpeR : But if you were not hypocrites, you wou'd plainly 
ſpeak this out, and then people would better underflard you 
when you rrilat Miniſters for being called Maſters, 

But for the ſake of thoſe among you that are not paſt re- 


coyery, 


(17) 
covery [| will cell you that which it ſeemeth you know not 


he 5 Th: Paariſees had their (everall Scho pls, Sefts, as the Phi- 
b. lafophers had, and every one glotiſied in his Diſciples, and choſe 
iſe © * Diſciples in cheir own Se-maſters One cried up ſuch a man, 
> an1 an»thec ſuch « man, infomuch as ſometimes che followers 
de ofchele ſeveralSet-maſters would fail togethet by the ears and 
Nis kill each other in che Temple, and inthe ſtreets, while they 
be contended for their Miſters honours; And look what faith 
1 the Maſter was of, the Scholars muſt all be of his faich ; They 
m mutt cake cheic belief on ttuſt from him ; Theſe leading men 
el that were the Maſters of cheir Schools and ſe&3 whom none 
be muſt contradit,werecalled by the Jewes Ribbi's and Fachers, 
rd as the Papiſts now call their Biſhop The Pope, which fignifierh 
"= A Father, becuaſe as children muſt be wholly ruled by the 
T7 Fathers, ſo would the Phariſees have cheir Dilciples to be by 
p- them, be che mitter tight or wrong, Juſt thus do the Papiſts 
fie require, that the People beleeve as che Charch beleeves, chat 
or is, the Pope and his Conſiſtory whatever it be, and cell us, that 
or they are infallible, as being guided by the infallible Spirit, 
ve and therefore we muſt believe them by an implicit faith. Now 
ht the Lord Jeſus meeteth with theſe Phariſees, an commanderh 
he his Diciples ; that they call no man onexrth Father, or Rabbi, 
he or Maſter, as the Phariſees were called, that is, To have no 


ſuch abſolate Miſter of your Religion, or Lord of yoar faith, 
of becauſe we have all one ſuch Abſolute Fither which is God, 
1] and one ſuch abſolute Miſter which is Chriſt ; This is the very 


Rh ſame thing that Pas! meant when he chides chem for ſaying, 
i,  41amef Paul, and I am of Apollo, us if Chrift were divided, or 
ad > Paul had been crucified for them, 1 Cor. 1 13. And it's che 
he ſame thing that Peter meanes, 1 Per. 5.1, 2, 3. where he givech 
© -— Minifters the honoucible Tele of Elders int Qverſeers, and 
4 Paſtors, and bids them overſee and feed ch flack of God; but 
or © yet fordidschem ding it u Lords over Golthberit age, becauſe 


q the heritage is Gods, and Chriſt is the chief Shepheard, Paul 
ly cals » Bi hop the Steward of God, Tit. f. 7, Ont that muſt rule 
the Chareh i Tim 1,4,5,204 5. 17, in ſtich, He that defires 
the Office of 4 Biſhap deſorer a good work. 1 Tim 3. r. Baur yet he 
would not have chem tea for a\Wolure Miters of Chrifts 


F 2 School, 
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School, but as Chriſts uſhers and as Stewards in his Houſe ; 
[ Let 4 man ſo accennt of wa as the Miniſters of Chrift, and Ster- 


ard: of the myſteries of Gd, Ji Cor. 4 1. neitber more nor leſſe. 
There are divers words in the Greek tongue which the Go- 


ſpel was wrote in,which we tranſlute by one word [_ Mafter ; | 
but if our language be more ſcarce of words then the Greek, 
it doth not follow that Chriſts words are all one. The word 
tere uſed in Mute is 23421179 and elle where 53S 14 which 
is 35 mach as the chief Leader of the way or the Set-maſter ; 
What if this be forbidden, is all Maſterſhip therefore forbid- 
den becauſe this one it? The word 0d#2wacs is tranſlated 
 Maft:y ] cov, and ſometime [L Teacher, I Ipray you con. 
lider het your moſt ingorant and ſortiſhdealing ; The Goſpel 
was not written by the Apoſtles in Engliſh but in Greek + Be- 
cauſe one word ſignifieth = Teacher and a Maſter (ſuch as a 
Schoolmaſteris ) and our Tranſlators ſome time cranſlate it a 


ay - S 


* " 


Teacher 2nd ſo metime 2 Maſter, you impudently cry out that 


one of them is nor Scriprure,and yet yeeld that the other is; 
When in the Greek they ate the ſame word, as you may/ſec 


it aſcd in Eph. 4.11, Luk, 2-46 1 Tim. 3. 7. 2 Tim. 1,11. 48, 
13. 1,1 Cer. 12-28. Mat. 10:24. Luk; G. 40. Heb. 3. 12 Fam 3.1. 


In all which places the holy Ghoſt uſeth che word I0ga0 


though we Engliſh ic ſometime Maſters, ſometime Teachers, | 


and ſometime Doctors, yet it is all one word in the language 
that the Scripture was written in ; and therefore Scripture al- 
loweth one as much as another, 

And if you will ſtick co the Engliſh, you may finde the 
word Maſter ] uſed oft enough : And if it be lawfull for an- 


other man why not fora Miniſter? Tit. 2. 9. 1 Pet. 2.18.1 Tim. | 
6. 1, 2. Cel. 3.22, and4.1. Eph. 6.5 g. Though the word Jann; | 


Genifizth ſuch a Malterſhip as Miniſters of Chriſt will not 
ownas Miniſter, though over their hired Servants they may 
own it. 

It may be you think Paul croſſed Chtiſts rule and was 2 
falſe Prophet becauſe he cal himſelf [a Wiſe Mafter-builder ] 
1 Cor. 3. 10. Or doyou think that the holy Ghoſt did erre 
w__ he called Teachers [ The Maſters of the Aſſemblies, ] 
Eccl, 12-11, 


- 


That 


* 


* 
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(19) 
That the ſpirit is no enemy to Titles of honour, you may 
ſee in 1 Pet. 3 C. where Sarah is commended for obeying 4- 
braham und calling bim Lord. And 4. 26.25. Paul talleth 
Feſtns, Moſt Noble Feſt as, ind calleth Agrippa, King Agrippa, 
AR. 26 2,26, 27. And Rom. f z. 10, We arecommanded | 7» 
bonowr to perfer one ant her, ] So that it's one mans duty to give 
thoſe Titles which another may not ambitiouſly ſeek. For my 
part I will gladly make this agreement with you, I will never 
wiſh any man co call me Miſter, nor be diſpleaſed with any 
that doth not (on that account) if this will ſatisſie you. But 
then I confeſſe 1 dare not condemn them that uſe ſo much ci- 
vility or teſpect, becauſe Gods Word is of more eſteem with 
me then your moſt confident fancies and repreaches. 

By this time me thinkes I may well cake leave to ſalute you 
with this Query, Whether that man be not void of the fear of 
God, and given over ts 4 ſeared Conſcience, that dare ge u and 
down to rail againſt the moſt faithfull and painful Miniſters of 
Chriſt, whom they are not able to charge With any crime but hu- 
mane fraiities, and that becauſe they are called Maſters ? and all 
this ape meer ſott1/h ig norance of the Scripenre that ſo commonly 
wſeth and allow'th the Title. 

All chat I could get to all this from your Prater Tho.Goodicr 
that was here, was but this, [ 7 deny thy Greek and Hebrew if 
the Scriptmre be 14 tranſlated: ] which is but to ſay, | deny 
the words of Chrift and the Apoitles : For true rranſhkting, 
there are many words ia the Origin Linguage which have 
not ſo many and apt in Engliſn to expreſſe them by > Trinſla- 
ting excladech not the neceſſity of explicating; And who 
knows not that one Engliſh word hach may fignificatiors ? 
There is a Beaſt called a Wolf; and 2 P ſh calted a Wolf, and 
an eating diſeaſe called a Wolf; Arc theſe therefore all one, 
becauſe they have one Name; So a Sect- maſter is called à Ma- 
ſter. One that would be the Lord of mans faith is called 3 
Maſter, and a Teacher of the Church of Chriſt is called x 
Maſter: Doch it follow that all theſe are forbidden becauſe 
one is ? | 

Your Prater alſo made a ſtitre with me for calling the ſa- 
cred Languages the Original, becauſe forſooth the * el 
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God is the Original. And is not that a wiſe min to go cry 
d »wn the Miniſtry, that einnot diſcern the differences between 
the Origma/cavſe 11] thr Original L inge. 

He charged me alſo tob: empty of the Spirit beetuſe I ſtu- 
died, and told me, he did not (lady, n» not in ſpeaking whit 
to ſay, I the leſſe mirvell at his non · ſence: But | pray God for- 
give me that I ⁊ tu iy no more; Do you think we cannot tall 
wichout ſtu y as well as you, and I hope a little better; and 
when the lazy fit ovett iketh Miaiſters. they are readyco preach 
without (tudy as well as you do:I can bring yon a woman fit for 
the gumbleſtool, char (hall withoac any ſtudy talk it out with 
the beſt of you: We do not ſo deſpiſe God, his Word or our 
hearers, a$to ſpeak before we confider what to ſay. Reade 
2 Tim 2.15. Kl. 2. 1 Tim 15. PH 119.15,23,48,58,97, 
99,148. and ſee whether it be not out duty to ſtudy ted nds 
tate continually diy and night. And whereas you call us to 
theeſh and dig, I ptofeſſe if God would give me leave, I ſhould 
cake it for a great recreation and refreſhment co my body; and 
ſhauld chink it incomparably a more eiſie life then that which 
I eadure ; Solomon knew,and I know to my ſorrow, that mueh 
ſtudy is a wearineſle to the fl-(k; ind might I but plough and dig 
I ſhauld yer hop? to live in ſome competent health, who now 
ſpend my daes in continuall pain and languiſhing, But then 
how ſhall I fulkll Gods command, 1 Tim. 4.15, [ Meditate on 
theſe things ; Give thy ſelf wholly to them (mark wholly) ab 
thy profit ing — ap?*ar to all, ] How (hould 1 | watch over the 
Church day and might ] Act. 20.3 1. yet whereas your Prater fea- 
red not befare God to affirm, that if I had ao pay I would nor 
preach i I do hete profefſe before the ſime God that he is n 
Liar, and I prove it, becauſe I have long prexcbed already with- 
out pay, and been glad of Liberty, and I would labonr with 
my hands, as far as my languithing body would bear, to ſupply 
my neceſſities, as Paul did to (top the mouths of your Prede- 
ceſſors rather then I would give aver preaching the Goſpel, 
Judge therefore whether your Lying $aric be the Spirit of 
or the meet authour of Reformation, or whether indeed you 
ite /perfeRt without (in ? | | 
Your 20,24, is, [| Did ever the Lord of Heaven and E 


arth, 


a. et 
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ay 
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ere Chriſl lid thee, er any of you, Ce, and Preach tea people, 
or Was any of the Apoſtles j. of CH made Miniſter 
by the Will of man ! 

Ai. 1 offered your ratet hete to thiw him my Com li- 
on from Grd, if be weu'd ſhewmel 1s, ard be told we that it 
was inviſib.c ; and why may cu take the ani{wer that you 
give? 2. The Lord called his firſt Apcities by his own voice, 
2nd appointed them to call otbers, and to eltabliſh an Order 
for the ſucceeding of others in that Office of the Miniſtry to 
the end of the world, X4atth.28.21. and till the Saints be one 
perf. & man, Ex,. 4. 11,14. that they that ſhould ever aſter be 
called, might not expect a voice from Heaven to their cars, but 
might be called in Chriſis appointed way ? And in this way I 
have been called by Chriſt, The Signs of his Call are, 1, My 
competent qualifications, 2, My thirſt after the guod of fouls 
and the building of that houſe of God. 3. The Otdination of 
authorized Church-Ofticers, 4. The Call and conſent of the 

of Chriſt, over whom he hath ſer me. 3. And afterwards 

the ſucceſſe of my labours. 6, And (ome daily aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit in thole labours, 7. And ſome Teltimovy of the Spirit 
to my conlcience of Gods Acceptance, Theſe ſeven ſet toge- 
ther are my evidence of miſſion, ew you the like if you can, 
2. Neither Fa oor any tiue Miniſter is called by the meer 
will of man, nor are we the Sctvants of men; Nor were the 
Apoſtles called by men at all, but immediatly by Chriſt.” But 
all afterwards were to be called by Chriſt, through the Ord- 
nation of men. Tit,1.5. For thus ond left I thet in ¶ vete, that thou 
ſbonlaeſt or dain E lders in every Cig:1 AQ 14.23- [ When they 
hed or dained them Elders in every Church, &c. ] Ihe gift was 
given Timotihij by prophecy, with the laying in of the 14 of 
the Preibytery, Ii Tim, 4 14. Pas! diretiih him whom to 
make Biſhops, 1 Ti. 3. Will all chis (ufhce you ? | 
Your,21- 2a, is, U beter had a") Miniſters of Chriſt an 
hoar-glaſſe te preac by, or tee Text, and raiſed Dotlrines, 

Reaſons, ſes, Motiver, or acarnall Beto call prople togetber by, 

prove theſe things by Scripture or elſe be ſilent, and never proſe 

Jour ſelves to be Minifters of Chriſt more, ] 

Anſ. By your patience 1 muſt tel! you, chat the Concluſion 

'T 
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is but your Lordly igaotart commant ( (ach xs is joyned to 


many of che other Queries ; ) Scripture is Gd Luws, and 
forſafficient Rule for Doctcines, and worſhip ic ſelf; But was 


never intended to nime to you every circum tance that isla 


full about chat worſhip. Hath care told you it what place 
you ſhall meer, or at what hoar® I cell you again, you ſpeak 
with no more wiſedom then if you ſhould ſay thus[[Prove that 
ever mea tead the g; ble wich a pair of Specticles, or that ever 
Chriſt or bis Apoſtles uſed a printed Bible (when priati 

was invented but a while ago )or that ever they uſed an Englith 
Bible ( when they wrote in Greek ) or that ever they preached 


* 


in dubler, bteeches, or ſtockings, or elſe call your ſelves Mi- | 


niſters of Chriſt no more? ] And why ſo? Becauſe you com- 
mend us, and yet tell us your Commiſſion is inviſible. Theſe 
Circumſtances are purpoſely left by Chriſt co the determina- 


tion of humane prudence, as occaſions ſhall require; and 
cherefore he bids us do all things to edification, and decently, 


and in order, 1 Cor. 14 26. 4. And therefore ſure we mult dif- 
cern what is edifying, decent and orderly ; This is plain do 
them that will ſee: What, came the Word of God out from 


— 


you, or came it unto you only? If any man think himſelf 
to be a Prophet or ſpiritual, let him acknowledge that the 


things that I write are che commandments of the Lo rd; But 
if any be ignorant let him be ignorant, 1 Cor, 14. 36, 37.38. 


But I pray you if an hourglaſſe be unlawfull, cell us whe- | 
ther a Clock belawfull, ora Dial, or a Watch? or whether it 
be lawfull to obſerve by the Sun how the time paſſeth 2 and © 


why one is more unlawfull then another ? 


t your Prater told me, it was a liwiting of ths Spirit of 


God; As if I cannot limit my felf and not limit the Spiript ? 
Or as if the Spirit excluded Reaſon and Prudence, and ſet x 


mans tongue x going, ſo that he cannot ſtop it. Did the Apo- 
files ſtint the Spirit becauſe they appointed their meetings on 


the Lords Day, and did not ſtay two or three daies together? 
why then may not we reſolve upon an hour as well as they 
did on a day, For one is limiting as well as the other. I think 
if I had your Spirit to liquor my tongue, I ſhould be an- 
gry at the hourglaſſe, and preach the People out of the 
place. | And 
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Anl1fora Text: 1. Know you not thit Chriſt himſelf cook 
ext, LILA. and applied it? Know you not that it was then 
the common practiſe of the Church to read e, expound, and 
apply the Scriptures, as Ezr4 did > Know you not that there 
is Docttine, Reaſon, and Uſe in all the Sermons and Epiſtles 
of the Apoſtles? Know you not that we are commanded 
rightly to divide the Word of Truth, as workmen that need 
not be aſhamed, and to ſtudy thereto, 1 Tim 2.15, Ah wreech- 
ed fouls chat dare ſo blindely cavill with the work of God. 
For what you ſay of L carnall Bell J it is like the reſt which 
I before anſwered, not ſit for the mouth of a reaſonable crea- 
ture to have mentioned. Bat | muſt tell you that our Beſs ate 
not carnall, if they were, they. would ſcarce ſound ſo well or 
laſt fo long. If your meaning be, that you would have vs ba- 
ptize our Bels co make them ſpiriwall as your Ghoſtly Fathers 
of Rem: do, we will keep our carnall Bels till we know more 
reaſon for that practice. | 
The 22. Zis this. L Whether are net they that bear rule by 
their means, and ſeeks for their gain from their quarter, and 
ſeeks for the fleece, and mak: 4 pre) upon the people, and are hire- 
lings, be not falſe Prophets, year nay, and whether ſuch be not to 
be cried ont againſt now as they were then C] | 
Anſw.. To this I have (ufficiently anſwered already 
to your Brecheren in my other Book. On'y let me tell 
you, 1+ It is a moſt certain thing that God allowed the 
Prieſts the Tythes, and much more, when he thus cried out 
againſt chem, date you deny that ? If you dare not, confeſſe 
tehn thac ic ws not the meer taking of Tythes that cauſed 
God ſo to rebuke chen. Reade but 4144.24 & the 34 without 
Spectacles and then judge. It's moſt evi ent then that the 
thing that God condemneth was not taking Tythes, but co - 
verous greedy deſires after gain, and neglecting the good of 
ſouls and the work of God: An] are not weas willing to caſt 
ſuch out as you are to reproach them? Whether we ſcek 
theirsr o them, and whether we are not willing to ſpend and 
be ſpent for the ſalvation of our people, we muſt be tried by 
a more righteous Judge then you. . 
Your 23. 2s. is, L Whether do Jes own crembling\and quaking 


(24) 
which the Scripture wit et eth ? ] Anſ. Town the ſear of the 
Lord which is the beginning of wiſedom, and think bim ble 
fed that ſexreth alwaies, 3nd that be that bardereth his bevtt 
ſhall fall into miſchief; Bur I think that the great Quaking 
that was in the Army of the Philiſtines was no vertue ot bleſ- 
ſing to them, nor ary ſign of God zmong them, 1 Sam. 14.15, 
And | think that Perfeft love coftith ont frav, und that thoſe 
ſhakings ard quakings that come not from the burr ble fence 
of fin or Judgement, or the like, but in violent moticens of 
the body —_— are either Papiſticall tricks of deceit, or 
eſſects of Phantaſticel cenceir, or the motions of the great 
deceiver within you. Iread of it as ore of Gods curſes, that 
LT. Lord ftould give them a trembling heart, Devt.:9.65; 
And 1 am of opinion that the curſe is fallen upon jou which is 
written, P/. 6. 23 [ Let their eyes be darkened that they ſic not 
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aud male thiir lein contin a- to ſhake, ] Gods Kingdom ts 


Righteouſneſſe, Peace, and Joy in the holy Ghoſt, 

Your 24. and laſt 2». is, | Whethey de you ſay yew fall be 
free fromthe body of fin while you ave onthe cart h, and whether 
Hull any be perfett yea or nay ? ] 

An. I belceve that all true Converts are free frem the do- 
minion of ſinne, but not from the temrants of it; And that 
our grace is of a f erfect kinde, as 2 (ma!l Candle is of a perfect 
Lindevf fire, which p et will not enlighten aff che Town of 
Houſe, nor ſcatter away all the darkne ſſe as the Sun will do; 
1 beleeve alſo that in the inſtant of death when we port with 
the ſleſh, we part with all the remnants of ſinne. And for the 
Doctrine of perſonal ſinleſſe perfection here, I belceve the de- 
vil, the ꝑrt ate ſt ſinner bred it; the Phariſte received the fore. 


taſtes and pre paratives to it, the Hereticks and Papiſts firſt en- 


rectained 20d cheriſhed ir, Chriſt deteſteth it, and never 
man that ktew himſelf, or had one ſpark of ttue grace and 


C briſlian exper᷑ ence. did to this day heartily behe ve it of him- 


ſelf, And I think thatit is 2 part of the Papiſ's dung which 
they have ting t you. to feed upon. Chriſts Kingdom is an 
Holpicall, he harh no Sub je cts in it but diſes ſed ones. The 
Fathers Kingdom before had perſect Subjects, ard ſo ſhull ir 
bave 2p n when Cheiſt bath perfected us: For when be hath 


_ 4 perfected 
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pie Ted us by healing all our diſezſes and ſubduing all our 
enemies, eveache laſt Enemy Death (at che ReſurreRtion ) 
then wil! he give ap the Kingdom to che Father, But now, 
In min) things We offend all, Jam. 3. 2. and there is no man on 
eacth that doch good and ſianet not; And if we ſay we have 
a> ſia, we deceivevur ſelves and the crutch is not in us, there. 
fore the truth is not in you Qnakers, 

I conclude my Aniwer wich this Qeſtion to you; If you 
think you are perfect without fin, whether do you ally think 
that you are already in Hezven or perfect glory ? For what 
can keep the ſoul from the perfect enjoyment of God, but 
ſiane. And to enjoy God pecſectly is to be glorificd petfect- 
ly : But I forgot chat your Brethren think Heaven and hell 
is only wichin mea. Perhaps you look for no more Heaven 
then you have: And I wonder not at itz For if you did, in 
the way you are in, you are ng more likely ever to finde ic 
then Dukneſſe is to have communion with light, or Beli 
with Chriſt. The Lord give Repentance unto life, to thoſe 
of you chat have not finned unto death, and ſhew you ano- 
ther Heaven before you ate out of reach of it, and a farther 
Hell before you are init. Though I look for no thanks from 
you for my charitable deſires, yet you ſhall have chem whe- 
ther you will or nor, 


— 
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Aving been at this labour at your command to anſwer 
your Queries, may I not in reaſon expect that you 
ſhould anſwer ſome of mine, which I do but requeſt and not 
command : But I deſire of you that you will not put me by 
with Gumbleſtool Rhetorick in ſtead of Anſwers, but ſpexk 
conliderately, truly, and co the Point in queſtion. I mean ficlt 
chat you will anſwer all thoſe Queries which I have before put 
—— among my Anſwers to yours, and then that you will 
wet alſo theſe twenty Queries following. 
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Aut. Are they not the very ſame Miniſters which you tail 
=, and which all che — m— Swearers, Whocemongers, 
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znd ſenſuall wretebes in the Countrey do ha te and rail at us 
well as you? Are you not then on their ſide and poſſeſt with 
the ſame Spirit? They deſpiſe the Preachery of the Goſpel, 
and would have them down, and fo would you even the very 
ſave men as they would; When they had opportunity they 
raged againſt them with Swords, and ſi do you with filthy 
rongves ; Would not all the covetous, malignant, ungodly 
Enemies of Picty, have Tythes down as well as you > What 
think you? I can wit ne ſſe it of moſt of my 2cquainrance that 
are ſuch? Moreover, were they not the ſame fort of Miniſters 
which the late Biſhops ſilenced, ſuſpended and otherwiſe 
troubled, and which you revile at? Is ic not then the ame 
Spirit by which you and all theſe were or are ated ? Conſider 
and judge. 

©x.:, Whether it be not the ſame Spirit which moveth in 
you and in the Papiſts? When the Papiſts ſay, that we are no 
true Miniſters of Chriſt but deceivers, and reach the Divins- 
tion of our own brain, and delude ſouls, and fo fay you; The 
Papiſts ſay, Our Congregations are no true C! urches who 
own us as their Paſtors, and ſo ſay the Quakers ; The Papiſts 
know that the great thing that muſt be done before they can 
ſecuce the people among us, is firlt to make them deſpiſe and 
ie ject theit Teachers, and therefore they bend all their wits 
and enceavours to vilifie them and draw the hearts of the 
people from them; And fo do the Quakers. The Papiſts main 
tic ur lieth in the contempt of the Scriptures; They ſay, 
they will not take it for the Word of God but on the autho- 
rity of the Church, ard that it is but part of his word ; The 
Qaakers ſay, It is not the Word of God, The Papiſts ſay, It is 
but a dd Letter, and ſo do the Quakers: The Papiſts ſay,le 
is nor he to be the Judge of Controverſies, and ſo ſay the Qus- 
keis: The Papiſts preferre the Vulgar Tranſlation before the 
ſame words in Hebrew and Greek which the Spitit did indite 
the Scriptures in, and ſo do the Quakers in Engliſh, Could 
the Pa pills but get down the Regulating Authority of Scri« 
prure, they would think they had won the Field; For they 
will not endure that all Spirits ſhould be tried by the written 
word, no more will the Quakers, The Papiſts maint tin mans 


Free- will 


(27) 
Free- will hath power before converſion to repent and believe, 
and tur ne to Cod, and that it is not only the fruit of the Spirit 
in the Elect, and fo do the Quskets. The Papilts tell men of 
the ſuffiicency of the com mor- light that is within them, and 
ſo do the Quakers. The Papiſts ſay that a man may be per- 
ſect withour ſin in this life, and may fullfill all Gods Command- 
ments, and fo do the Quakers, The Papiſts make this their 
perfection to lie in calting off worldly callings, Emploiments, 
Relations after the fleſh, and propriety, as their Nuns, Monks 
and Hermices, do; yes and in calting off their old names, as 
their Pope doth when he his made Pope: And fo do many of 
the Quakers, and much worſe, as Ihaveſeen in Papers under 
their own hands. The Papilts place their Righteouſneſſe in 
their own works and perfection, while the ſlieght the im- 
puted Righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, and fo do the Quakers. The 
Papiſts place this Righteouſneſle of theit own Phraiſaically 

in extercals, and things that have a ſhew of wiſedom, and hu- 
milicy, and neglectiag of the body, not in any honour to the 
ſatisfying of the Meſh, as Touch not, taſte not, handle not, 
which all ate to periſh wich the uſing, Col. 2.18, 20 2,3. ſo do 
the Qupkers in ſtexd of Preaching the Righteonſneſſe of 

Chriſt, call out for à formal Rrighceonſaefſe and perfection 

of our own, conlilting in ſuch chings as theſe following, to 

wit; that we wear no Points, nor Cutts, nor Lace, nor any ſuch 

like, that we preach on the lower places and not (as Ezra did) 

ina Pulpic; that we viſe not an hourghſle to diſcetn how the 

time paſſeth (whether a Clock or Watch be as dangerous 1 

know no: : ) That weſay{ Thaw ] ind not LTI to him we 

ſpexk to ( when the word that Chrilt uſed lign-heth Jes as 
wellas Thow: That we ci not men Mater or women Mir 
ſtreſſes, when the Sctiptute frequently uſeth and 1 loweth ie, 
and much more : ( though Chrut forbid us to have any Sets 
malleres or Maſters of our Faith ; ) la fuch like 2s thete doth 
the (041kers Riahteonſneſſe he, while they Ae garant of 

Chriſts R ghteouſneſſe; And jult is it with God chat they 

who ſet uptheit own Righteonſneſſe againſt Chriſts ſhould de 
iveaupto that helliſh deluſion, as to take the moſt Sitani- 

cal (hinders, lies, heteſies, and railings, to be their Righreonl+ 
"Þ iP ne ſſe: 
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neſſe: Were it not tedious and not much neceſſiry, I could 
ſhew in many more particulars how the Papiſts and Quakers 
do fo conſpire that we may well kaow whence their doftrines 
and deluſions came. 

24,3. Whether there were ever gteiter Monſters of In» 
gtatitude upon the face of the earth then theſe ate, who ſer 
their bearers and tongues agiiaſt choſe Miniſters of Chrilt chat 
lay out themlelves for the ſaving of ſouls, through all the 
ſcorns and oppoſi ion of all forts of wicked men, with whom 
tbeſe wretches joyn Waink chem? Yet, and make their very 
ſtudy and labour their crime, when it were much eaſier for us 
to preach without ſtudy, and that I hope wich ſomewhas 
more truth, ſenſe, and order then they that ſo boaſt of the 
S irit. 

* Were not thoſe faithful Servants of God that-ſuf- 
fered Martyrdom under Heathen and Arias Perſecutors, juſt 
ſuch, Miniſters 2s theſe men do now vilifie z or whereia was 
the d ffetenceꝰ And do not theſe wretc hes juſliſie their mur · 
derers ? - wo 

2. Are not the Miniſters whom theſe men deſpiſe of 
the lame calling and practice as choſe were that ſuffered dearh 
in the Flames in Q_ Aaries daies ? Such as Bradford, Hooper, 
Latimer, Ridly, Cranmer, Sannders, P bilpet, and the reſt; 
Were not theie called Maſters ? Did they not preach in pul- 
pits, and take Tythes or money for preaching as their due 
maintenance, and che other things that the Quakers accuſe 

us for ? And do not theſe men juſtifie the bloudy oppoſers of 
them, and condemn Gods Saints afreſh ? 

L.. Whether ever the earth bore men that did mor 
proudly deſpiſe others in compariſon of themſelves ꝰ and 
whether their language ſavour of the Spirit of the Lamb of 

- God? Or can be have any taſte of that Spitit of Chriſt in 
himſelf that doth not even feel that their proud and railing 
language is of the devil? 

2,7. Was there ever 2 generation known on the earth, 
that did more arrogantly ſtep up into the Throne of 
and cenſure his Servants, whoſe faces they never ſaw, 


whom tha can charge wich nothing but being Preachers of 


